
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



ProcMdintB Of !tie OMo Stale J*^^^^ 
Gulman Library 



3 2044 



|l,| |||ll|l. 
028 802 429 



•■\v 



'■^m^'^^ 



v^r^' 



^^k 



V 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




LIBRARY OF THE 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROCEEDINGS 



or THB 



OHIO STATE 



TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 



FROM ITS FORMATION IN 1847: 



WITH A LIST OF ITS 



OFFICERS AND MEMBERS. 



AS IS THE TBACHBB, 80 IS THE SCHOOL. 



COLUMBUS: 

FEINTED BY SCOTT & BA800M. 

1851. 



Digitized by 



Google 



fllTT OF TNC 
WiiX IWtTtTMTF MUiCTWIi 

S|^©UME SCHOOL OF EO'JCATIO^ OFFICERS FOR 1848, 

SAMUEL GALLOWAY, PreHdmt. 
P. DAWLEY, l8t V. President. T. W. HARVEY, Rec. Secretary. 

M. D. LEGGETT, Cor. Secretary. WM. BOWEN, Treamtra-. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

M. F. COWDERY, Chairman. 
LORIN ANDREWS, JOSIAH HURTY, 

M. D. LEGGETT, F. W. TAPPAN, 

JOHN NICHOLS, H. K. SMITH. 



L/3 
.06. 



OFFICERS FOR 1840. 

SAMUEL GALLOWAY, President. 
P. DAWLEY, l8t V. President. 9. S. RICKLEY, Rec. Secretary. 

W. P. KERR, Cor. Secretary. ' L. G. PARKER, Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

A. D. LORD, Chairman. 
Mi G. WILLIAMS, L W. ANDREWS, 

RUFUS HUBBARD, A. W. DENNIS, 

H. H. BARNEY, J. S. WHITWELL. 



OFFICERS FOR I860, ^ 

SAMUEL GALLOWAY, President. 
P. DAWLEY, l8t V. President, E. D. KING3LEY, Rec. Secretary, 

I. W. ANDREWS, Cor. Secretary, JOHN OGDLN, Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

A. D. LORD, Chairman. 
M. D. LEGGETT, G. R. HAND, 

H. H. BARNEY, E. E. BARNE 

T. W. HARVEY, S. S. RICKLEY. 



OFFICERS FOR 1861. 

ISAAC SAMS, of Hillflboro', President. 
JOSEPH RAY, of Cincinnati, Ist F. Pres't. JOHN LYNCH, of Ashland, Rec Sec'y. 
P. DAWLEY, of Massillon, Cor. Sec'y. JOHN OGDEN, of Columbus, Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

LORIN ANDREWS, of Massillon, Chairman. 
R. D. HUMISTON, of Cleveland, D. LYMAN, of Butler Co., 

D. F. Dk wolf, of Norwiflk, I. W. ANDREWS, of Marietta. 

JAMES CAMPBELL, of Dayton, C. 8. ROYCE, of Plymouth, 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY AND PROCEEDINGS 



OHIO STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 



The desirableness of forming a State Teachers' AssociatioNi 
had for several years been a theme of deliberation among the active 
friends of Education in the State, but no decided action on the sub- 
ject was taken till the Fall of 1847, when, at Teachers' Institutes 
held in several different counties, M. F. Cowdery, Lorin Andrews, 
A. D. Lord, Wm. Bowen, Josiah Hurty, and M. D. Leggett, were 
appointed a committee to take into consideration the propriety of 
forming such an Association, and to fix upon the time and place of 
meeting for that purpose : the notice of the contemplated convention 
was in due time published. 



FORMATION OF THE ASSOCIATION. 



In accordance with the above named notice, delegates representing 
eleven counties assembled at Akron on the dOth of December, 1847t 
to organize a State Teachers' Association, and adopted the following 
GcHQistitution : 



PREAMBLE. 



As a means of elevating the profession of Teaching, and of pro- 
moting the interests of schools in Ohio, we whose names are affixed 
associate ourselves together under the following 
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ooNsirruTioN. 

Art. 1. This Association shall be called the Ohio State Teachers* 
Association. 

Art. 2. The officers of this Association shall be a President, twen- 
ty-one Vice Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Sec- 
retary, and an Executive Committee, to consist of seven persons. 

Art. 8. It shall be the duty of the Chairman to preside at all 
meetings of the Association. In case of vacancy, or his absence, it 
shall be the duty, of any one of the Vice Presidents to perform the 
same duty. 

Art. 4. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to per- 
form the usual duties devolving upon such officer. 

Art. 5. It shall be th^ duty of the Corresponding Secretary to 
correspond with associations of a similar character, to correspond 
with individuals, under the direction of the Executive Committee. 
He shall further keep a full copy of communications from and to 
him, in a book provided for that purpose ; keep such correspondence 
on file, and report his correspondence when called upon to do so at 
any regular meeting of the Association. 

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and keep 
all funds belonging to the Association, and pay out the same only on 
orders from the chairman of the Executive Committee. He shall 
keep a faithful account of all moneys received and expended, in a 
book to be provided for that purpose, and report the condition of the 
finances when called upon to do so at any regular meeting. 

Art. 7. The Executive Committee shall carry into effect all or- 
ders and resolutions of the Association, and shall devise and put into 
operation such other measures, not inconsistent with the object of 
this Associatiop, as it shall deem best. It shall fix the time and 
place for holding all regular meetings of the Association, and shall 
appoint at least an annual meeting each year, secure speakers, and 
arrane^e business to come before the Association. It shall keep a full 
record of its proceedings, and present an annual report of the same 
to the Association. 

Art. 8. The Executive Committee shall hold its first meeting as 
soon after election as practicable. Four members of said committee 
shdl constitute a quorum for business, and afterwards may meet on 
its own adjournment or appointment. 

Art. 9. All funds raised for the Association shall be by volunta- 
ry contribution, and shall be expended under the direction of the 
Executive Committee, through its chairman. 

Art. 10. Any teacher or active friend of education, male or fe- 
male, may become a member of this Association, by subscribing to 
this Constitution, each male member paying the Treasurer the sum 
of one dollar. 

Art. 11. Delegates appointed to attend the meetings of this As- 
sociation, by County Associations, whose object is in unison with 
ours, shall be considered as honorary members. 

Art. 12. The officers of this Association shall be chosen by bal- 
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lot at the annual meetings of this Association, and shall hold their 
offices for one year, or until their successors are elected. 

Art. 13. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a ma* 
jority of the members present at any regular meeting, where notice 
of such intended alteration shall have been given at the preceding 
regular meeting. 

The Constitution having been circulated for signatures, the Asso- 
ciation proceeded to elect officers by ballot. The following gentle* 
men were elected for the ensuing year : 

Frendent, 
SAMUEL GALLOWAY, of Franklin. 

Vice Presidents^ 

P. Dawley, of Stark. C. C. Giles, of Warren. 

A. A. Smith, of Ashtabula. Mr. Williams, of Clark. 

A. Freese, of Cuyahoga. Mr. Blakeslee, of Williams. 

R. R. Sloane, of Knox. B. Rouse, of Lucas. 

E. E. Barney, of Montgomery. J. Hall, of Huron. 

L. Tennet, of Washington. H. G. Blake, of Medina. 

J. B. Howard, of Muskingum. A. Gilbert, of Columbiana. 

A. D. Lord, of Franklin. Mr. Bennet, of Miami. 

J. R. Doio, of Wayne. Wm. Finley, of Ross. 

P. S. Symmes, of Hamilton. E. S. Stanton, of Jefferson. 

Recording i&crc/ary— T. W. Harvey, of Geauga. 
Corresponding Secretary — M. D. Lkooett, of Summit. 
Dreasurer — William IBowbn, of Stark. 

ExeetUive Committee, 

M. F. CowDERY, of Lake. 
L. Andrews, of Ashland. J. Hurty, of Richland. 

M. D. Legoett, of Summit. F. W. Tappan, of Portage. 
J. Nichols, of Lake. H. K. Smith, of Summit. 

Resolved^ That the Recording Secretary be requested to keep a 
record of the names of all the Teachers in the State, that expect to 
continue in the business of teaching for three years and upwards — 
and that all such I'eachers are requested to forward their names to 
the Secretary for that purpose. 

Besotted, That all Teachers in Ohio, qualified to take charge of 
Union Schools, and who wish employment, be requested to furnish 
their names, with such references as they may have, to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary^^and that all School Committees wishing to em* 
ploy such Teachers be requested to make their wishes known to the 
same officer. 

Resolved, That we petition the Legislature so to amend the School 
laws of Ohio as to require each schod districi to raise annually, from 
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tbe taxable property in said district, an amount equal to the amount 
received from the State funds, for the payment of competent teachers. 
Resolved, That the next regular meeting be held at Dayton, Mont- 
gomery county, at such a time in June next, as the Executive Com- 
mittee may hereafter determine. 



The committee appointed to prepare an address, expressive of the 
views of the convention, submit the following ; 

To Teachers and Friends of Education in Ohio. 

We address you with the conviction that the office of Teacher, is 
second, in importance, to none in community* Its duties and its in- 
fluences may be imperfectly appreciated, its highest excellence may 
not often be witnessed, still, its nature and its relations remain the 
same. The most sacred interests of individuals are confided to its 
keeping, the most momentous elements of society are intrusted to 
its guardianship. Does any patriot or philanthropist desire to know 
to what moral independence the next generation of men may arise, 
or what intelligence shall guide the highest interests of the State, 
when he shall have passed from the scene of duty and action ? 
Does any father desire to know what influences may surround his 
children when he shall be sleeping in the dust ? 

Let such study the character and principles of the present Teach- 
ers of the land. These are the true representative men of the next 
generation. The qualities of mind and heart, now go little regarded 
in them, are to be transferred into those under their care, and soon 
to be reproduced in the men and women who may succeed them. 
Their characters are to be wrought into the children of the State, 
Their influences are to penetrate the inmost being of every child, 
their teachings to determine, in a great measure, his destiny. 

As teachers, therefore, we feel that our profession is worthy of 
our highest regards : tha( it is entitled to our best sympathies and 
energies. We, would not undervalue other professions and pursuits. 
We honor all who labor in any useful calling, and do their duty 
well. But, from all others, we turn to the noble profession of teach- 
ing with a pure satisfaction and a deep and abiding reverence. — 
Here, inspiriting anticipations stimulate us to exertion. Here^ the 
fair pages of science and philosophy open, most invitingly before us. 
At variance with no party or sect, or east, or creed, we maj here 
cherish and inculate the sublimest truths of morsdity and religion. 
Aloof from the the theatre of partizan warfare, we may nourish those 
virtues and principles by which honored names have made our coun- 
try illustrious. 

We look, then, with earnest solicitude upon the present condiiion 
of our profession and upon all means tending to its elevation. — 
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There are questions which leachers themselves must consider and 
decide. To be eminently useful, they must understand their true 
position ; they must be conscious of the far-reaching influence of 
their labors, and be able to convince others that they are identified 
with the substantial interests of mankind. 

Further, they must, by their disinterestedness, faithfulness, and 
devotion, take the question out of the hands of all men, what rank 
their profession shall hold in society. How shall these objects be 
accomplished ? At the present time we look to teachers' associations 
for important aid. These may do much for self improvement, and 
for professional success. New resolutions are formed, new energies 
are awakened, and new confidence felt in the importance of our la- 
bors, by meeting with those engaged in similar pursuits. 

Especially are they useful in discussing all measures connected 
with the interests of schools, and in carrying on educational reforms. 
It must be obvious that there are important principles and measures 
connected with the Teachers' profession, and the cause of education, 
to be discussed. Even where most attention has. been given to those 
subjects, much is unsettled, much remains to be considered. These 
can best be considered by an association of intelligent, practical teach- 
ers. Such associations at present exist in many counties of the State, 
and their utility is generally felt. But an association which would 
extend its operations and influence over the State, it is believed 
would be still more useful. By concentrating the efforts and influ- 
ence of the teachers of the State, we might hope to see only the 
best measures adopted, and those, vigorously prosecuted and sus- 
tained. Especially is such an grganization needed at the present 
crisis. We believe an educational reform has been fairly commen- 
ced in our state, and if teachers and friends of education are vigi- 
lant, five years need not elapse, before the character of the common 
schools in Ohio shall be essentially changed for the better. 

With the view, therefore, of promoting both the interests of the 
teachers' professjop, and the cause of common schools, a State 
Teachers' AaoOciATiON has been organized, and is about to com- 
mence operations. And that such an association will meet the appro- 
val of teachers in all parts of the state, and that they will unite their 
efforts with ours in sustaining it, is our most earnest wish. That it 
may accomplish the high objects for which it is formed, we most sin- 
cerely hope* That it will have a salutary and speedy influence 
upon the teachers and schools of the state, we cannot permit our- 
selves to doubt. We are conscious that great labor is before us. 
To awaken, or change public sentiment, in a great degree, is no easy 
task. Yet ^this is labor which teachers must, perform. To prepare 
the public mind for wise and Hberal provisions for the improvement 
of schools, is one of the first duties to be undertaken. It is a judi- 
cious and well settled maxim with legislators, that it is unwise and 
unsafe to enact laws, however salutary, in advance of public opinion. 
A disastrous reaction is almost the certain consequence. However 
enlightened their own judgments may be on subjects of the first im- 
portance, the best statesman do not feel authorized to adopt measures 
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which are not demanded, or will not probably be sanctioned by the 
people. 

The safest and most enlightened policy then, for those who wish 
well for their cause is, to create a demand for such legislative pro- 
visions as may be most needed. With respect to schools, this labor 
is appropriately ours to perform. Great it may be, very great; still 
it is a happy and gratifying one, and if faithfully accomplished, must 
produce the most important and lasting results. 

We propose, therefore, as speedily as possible, to examine and 
discuss, respectfully and courteously, yet vigilantly and independent- 
ly, all measures and principles of interest to teachers and schools, 
aside from local considerations or private interests. To sustain and 
defend what is excellent in our school system or schools, will be our 
highest pleasure. To prepare the way for introducing improvements 
where they are needed, will be oiir next duty. This it seems to us 
is the safest method of conducting our reform, and the one most 
likely to save all wise legislation from opposition or subversion by 
prejudice, and from the influence of political partizanship. 

In conclusion we earnestly invite all teachers and friends of Edu- 
cation in Ohio to co-operate with us in this movement. By our 
faithful and well directed efforts and labors, and by our united influ- 
ence and counsels, we promise ourselves the high satisfaction of 
soon beholding our beloved State taking as high a rank in all the 
means for promoting virtue and true nobleness, as she now holds in 
all other elements of greatness and prosperity. 

M. F. COWDERY, 
L. ANDREWS, 
M. D. LEGGETT. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECt^lVE COM- 

MITTEE. 

Early in January 1848, the executive committee assigned some 
thirty different subjects to as many committees, with a request that 
written reports should be presented at the future meetings of the As- 
sociation. A large number have since complied with that request 
and their reports are on file. 

During the same month conditional arrangements were made for 
holding Teachers' Institutes in some forty counties in the eastern and 
south-eastern part of the State: some account of these Institutes will 
be found in the first Annual Report of the Executive committee. 
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Address or the Executive Committee to the Coitntt School 
Examiners of Ohio. 

By the present existing laws of Ohio, an important part of the ad- 
ministration of the School System of the State, is entrusted to County 
Examiners. 

The power of deciding upon the qualifications of teachers, and, 
consequently, of determining, in a great measure, the character of 
the State, is placed in their hands. 

This not only gives to this office a high place in the School Sys- 
tem of the State ; but also gives to it an intrinsic dignity and impor- 
tance which few stations in society may claim. It imposes duties 
and demands labors, differing widely from the ordinary obligations 
of official stations. 

It was doubtless the intention of the framers and friends of this 
law, in thus confiding these important trusts to a few persons in each 
county, to secure more of intelligence, zeal and fidelity, more of 
independence and thoroughness in their exercise, and thereby place 
both the teachers and schools of the State in a much higher rank 
than they had before held. 

How far was this accomplished, — how well the law has answered 
the expectation of its friends, or advanced the public good, during 
the ten years of its continuance, we shall not now undertake to 
show. How faithfully its duties have been dischared by those who, 
from time to time, have filled it, we shall not now attempt to inquire. 
How far many have, by their incompetency, their negligence and 
their sacrifice of honor and conscience, shown themselves utterly un- 
worthy of any public trust, we do not now propose to decide. 

How far the profession of teaching has sufiTered degradation from 
these, its legally constituted guardians, we shall not now attempt to 
ascertain. 

If no le^l tribunal summon any before it for neglect of duty, or 
departure from right, if no deep toned public sentiment any where 
utter a murmur of approval or reproof, if no future citizen of the 
State, conscious of the deep wrong of early neglect, and of the irre- 
parable loss he has thereby sustained, shall inquire through whose 
ignorance or betrayal of trust his dearest interests have been sacri- 
ficed, this portion of the educational history of our State may per- 
haps, be permitted to remain unread. But for ourselves, at present, 
we pass silently, yet not indifferently over it. Our plans, our en- 
ergies and our hopes, are for the future. Whatever of wrong or evil 
has existed in our schod system or our Schools, we desire, as speed- 
ily as possible, to counteract and remove. Whatever of good npay 
anywhere be found, we desire to perpetuate, and, if possible, make 
better. In this undertaking we look for the cordial co-operation of 
every friend of the best interests of our country. Especially must 
we look for important aid from those to whom is entrusted the ad- 
ministration of the school system of the State. 

We de&ire therefore to call the attention of such County Examin- 
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ers as are anxious to improve the Teachers and Schools of their 
respective counties, and of the State at krge, to the plan and jobjects 
of the Slate Teachers* Association^ recently organized, and to such 
important measures as it may from time to time undertake to put into 
operation. 

it is believed that it is possible to accomplish much for popular 
education in our State by voluntary efforts — that plans and efforts 
can be accomplished by the sincere friends of the cause, which may 
rapidly change the character of Common Schools in Ohio, and thor- 
oughly awaken public sentiment to the importance of securing to 
every child in the State, the best education which human means can 
provider We wish, in the first place, to invite special attention to 
the facilities which Teachers' Institutes afford, for improving in some 
degree, the qualifications of Teachers, almost simultaneously, in 
every county in the State. So far as could depend upon the Asso- 
ciation, arrangements have been made to hold one of these Schools 
in a large number of counties in the State within a ^ew months. 
The Committee are prepared to make still further arrangements for 
the same objects, but it must depend upon the friends of the move- 
ment whether all of the proposals now made, or that may hereafter 
be made, shall be accepted. We have already received assurances 
of co-operation from County Examiners in various counties, and we 
trust that no county in the State will permit this, or any other prac^ 
ticable measure, to pass unimproved, through the negligence of those 
expected to be the most watchful of the prosperity of Schools. 

As a further important means of promoting the best interests of 
Teachers and Schools, we would urge the necessity of complying, 
in all respects, with the present law for the examination of Teachers. 
In many counties of the State there are neither quarterly meetings 
of the Board, nor any systematic, thorough, impartial methods of con- 
ducting the examination. We deem this a subject of immediate and 
pressing importance. First, that the teachers of a county should be 
called together before the entire Board, and the public, for examina- 
tion, and, as far as possible, that all examinations should be conduct- 
ed in this way. And next, that th^re should be some thorough, > im- 
partial method of conducting the examination in every county in the 
State. 

1 1 must be obvious that the ordinary method of verbal examina- 
tion, for a large class, is very unequal in its operation ; and must 
oftentimes be very unsatisfactory. Unless much time is spent, but a 
very limited number of answers can be obtained from each candidate, 
on each and all of the subjects. To obviate this difBculty, to pro- 
duce uniformity, and also to furnish, as soon as possible, some index 
to the condition of Confimon Schools in every county of the State, the 
Committee respectfully recommend the following regulations, recent- 
ly adopted by one of the counties, as worthy of adoption throughout 
the Slate. 

The School Examiners of Lake county, have adopted the follow- 
ing method of examining Teachers, at the quarterly meetings of the 
Board : 
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The questions in Grammar, Geography, and Arithmetic, and per- 
haps some other branches, will be prepared beforehand, and a writ- 
ten or printed copy of the same will be presented to each candidate. 
A written answer will then be required from each candidate. Can- 
didates who answer in this way all the questions correctly, without 
errors in punctuation, orthography, qr capital letters in their articles, 
will receive a first class certificate, that is, a certificate for two years. 

Certificates will be given, as before, for six, twelve and eighteen 
months each, according to the correct answers given to the questions. 
Unless two-thirds of the questions in each branchy are answered cor- 
rectly, no certificate will be granted. 

After each examination, the questions proposed to the class will be 
published, together with the names of all Teachers who have re- 
ceived 2i first class certificate, or a certificate for two years. 

Teachers holding a certificate for a less time than two years, will 
be permitted to compete for a first class certificate at each quarterly 
meeting, with the privilege of retaining the one they already hold, 
in case they fail of obtaining a better one. 

It wiU be readily seen that if counties throughout the State adopt- 
ed this method, and would furnish to each other, or to some educa- 
tional paper for publication, full copies of the questions proposed, of 
the whole number of candidates, and the names of all receiving a first 
class certificate, a very good knowledge of the present condition of 
the Schools in Ohio might soOn be obtained. 

The influence this would exert upon the Schools and Teachers 
themselves, would be in a high degree favorable. The plan, there- 
fore, with such modifications and improvements as may be deemed 
best, is earnestly recommended to the consideration of all School Ex- 
aminers in the State. Several counties have already decided to adopt 
the plan during the examinations of the current year. Any others 
thai may think proper to do so, are requested to send copies of their 
regulations and questions to each member of the Executive Commit- 
tee, and they will receive as many copies of the regulations of other 
counties ia exchange, as the Committee can consistently furnish* 



Deeply impressed with a sense of the necessity of n more extend- 
ed course of instruction for Teachers, the Committee proceeded to 
make arrangements for the formation of a Normal class, the plan of 
which is contained in the following announcement : 

TO TEACHERS AND FRIENDS OF EDUCATION IN OHIO. 

Course of Lectures to Teachers. 

The Executive Committee of the Ohio State Teachers' Associa- 
tion, with a view of diffusing as widely and as rapidly as possible, 
the benefits of sound elementary education, have made conditional 
arrangements to have a Course of Lectures and Instruction given 
to Teachers upon the following subjects : 
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1. Moral Instruction — ^its adaptation to our nature — ^its necessi- 
ty in the work of Education — ^and the means and influences to be 
used by the Teacher to give this subject its due prominence in his 
labors. 

2. The English Lanouaob — the elementary sounds of the lan- 
guage, and their classification, the classification and modification 
of the parts of speech, analysis of sentences, written composition, 
reading and elocution. 

3. Arithmetic^ mental and written, A full demonstration of 
all the rules and principles of Arithmetic will be given, together with 
their application to Geometry, the mechanical powers, &c. 

4. Geooraphit. Physical Geography will be fully illustrated by 
maps and diagrams in a series of forty lectures. Civil Geography 9 
including the general principles in this department, the present com- 
mercial relations, and the social, moral and political condition of the 
different countries of the globe, will be presented in a series of thir- 
ty-five lectures. The principles of Mathematical Geography, will 
be fully illustrated with globes, and other apparatus, in a series of six 
lectures. 

5. American History. The Aboriginies of the United States, 
their distribution, peculiarities, and present subsisting relations with 
our government, will be described, a full account of the early voya- 
ges and discoveries will be given, the early colonization of the coun- 
try, the progress of civil liberty, of religious liberty, the history of sla- 
very and the slave-trade, the educational history of the United States, 
the commercial history, the thrilling events of the Revolution, the 
Heroic Men of America, the Heroic Women of America, the Con- 
stitutional history of the United States, the events of 1812-14, the 
history of Texas and Mexico to 1846, will be presented in k series 
of twenty lectures. 

6. Civil Polity. The different forms of Government, the pres- 
ent existing governments of Europe, the Constitution of the United 
States, the form of government in Ohio, together with an explanation 
of common law terms and principles now in use, will be presented 
in a series of ten lectures. 

7. Geology. The elementary substances of the globe, with the 
various rock formations, and some general views of the Geology of 
the United States, will be presented in five lectures. 

8. Mental Philosophy. Its importance to the Teacher, an out- 
line of the great departments of the science, and such facts and prin- 
ciples as are of the most immediate and practical importance to the 
Teacher, will be presented in five lectures. 

9. Natural Philosophy. A series of lectures upon this subject, 
illustrated by apparatus, will be given. 

10. Physiology. A brief outline of Human Anatomy, the func- 
tions of Respiration, Circulation, and Nutrition, the Nervous system, 
and the practical application in the preservation of health ; especial- 
ly in the school room, will be presented in a course of five lectures. 

11. Penmanship. The principles of this art will be explained, 
and the best methods of teaching it in Common Schools, presented. 
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12. Vocal Music will be «^aily practised and some instruction giv- 
en in the rudiments of the science. 

13. A course of instruction in Book-keeping will be given. 

14. The Principles of Teaching will receive constant attention. 
The order and manner in which different subjects should be presen- 
ted, and the kind and amount of instruction which should be impar- 
ted in any Common School, will be considered. 

The foregoing course of lectures will be given between the 14th 
day of June and the I6th day of August next, in any county of Ohio 
deemed eligible by the Committee, that will make the best proposi- 
tions to the Executive Committee for furnishing building, apparatus, 
board and accommodation for 300 students --the building and appa- 
ratus to be placed at the control of the Instructors and Committee 
during the course of lectures. 

Propositions for furnishing the largest number of students in any 
county, will be taken into consideration by the Committee. 

The terms of admission to the course will be $3.50 for each pupil, 
payable to the Chairman of the Executive Committee during the first 
week of the session. 

The course will be given entirely with reference to its usefulness 
to. Teachers and Schools, though all who desire thorough instruction 
in these branches will be greatly profited by the course. 

Gentlemen, wishing to prepare themselves to take charc^ of 
Union Schools, and lac^ies desiring to prepare themselves to teacn the 
English branches thoroughly, will find it to their interest to attend 
during the session. 

The Executive Committee request Editors in Ohio to insert the 
foregoing proposals, and call the attention of their readers to their 
importance. 

M. F. Cowdery, Chairman of the Exec. Com. 

Akron, Jan. 21st, 1848. 



FIRST SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING, 

The first regular meeting of the Association was attended at Day- 
ton during the first and second days of June, 1848. The members 
and the delegates in attendance convened in the City Hall, at 10 
o'clock, A. M., of Thursday, June 1st. The President, Hon. S. 
Gralloway, being absent, A. D. Lord, M. D., of Columbus, one of 
the Vice Presidents, took the chair, and the meeting was opened with 
prayer, by Rev. W. C. Anderson, of Dayton. 

The Recording Secretary being absent, Mr. Charles Rogers, of 
Dayton, was appointed Secretary pro tern. 

The proceedings of the meeting held at Akron, in December last, 
and the Constitution of the Ascociation were then read by the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee. 

On motion Messrs. Charles Rogers, J. W. Shanklin, A. E. Ste 
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yens, and J*^ Hurty were appointed a committee to roceive the cre- 
dentials of delegates from other Societies, and to enroll the names of 
those wishing to become members of this Association. 

A report of the proceedings of the Executive Committee was then 
made by the Chairman, Mr. M. F. Cowdery. 

The reading of the reports of the several committees appointed by 
the Executive being next in order, the report on "School Examina- 
tions and the best mode. of conducting them," was made by the 
Chairman, Mr. A. E. Stevens, of Dayton. 

On motion of Mr. M. G. Williams, of Dayton, the discussion of 
the report was postponed till the afternoon. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Mr. C. F. Mc Williams, of Springfield, Vice President for Clark 
county, took the chair and announced the discussion of the subject 
of Teachers' Institutes as the first in order. 

The following resolutions were then presented and advocated by 
Mr. J. Hurty, of Mansfield, and, after an animated discussion, were 
unanimously adopted : 

Besolvedj That Teachers' Institutes are well calculated to im- 
prove the qualifications of teachers, and awaken an interest in the 
subject of popular education among teachers and people, and are de- 
signed to remedy the evils now existing in our schools. 

Resolved^ That we, as members of the State Teachers' Associa- 
tion, will use our influence to have Teachers' Institutes held in eve- 
ry county in the State. 

The report of the committee on school examinations was then 
taken up, and after an animated discussion, was adopted with the 
following amendment, proposed by Mr. H. H. Barney, of Cincinna- 
ti : That examinations be conducted orally, or by printed questions, 
or by both, and be conducted by the teacher or trustees, or by a 
committee appointed by them. 

EVENING. 

At half past 7, P. M., the association and a large number of the 
citizens of Dayton were addressed by Mr. H. H. Barney, Principal 
of the Central High School of Cincinnati, upon the influence of edu- 
cation on our free institutions, and the importance of combined and 
harmonious action on the part of teachers and the friends of popu- 
lar education in the State. 

MORNING SESSION, FRIDAY, JUNE 2. 

Mr. Mc Williams in the chair, the session was opened with prayer 
by Rev. S. S. Rickly, of Columbus. 

Verbal reports on the condition of schools and the cause of educa- 
tion in their respective counties, were presented by delegates from 
sixteen counties, viz: 



Digitized by 



Google 



15 

Butler, Champaign, Clark, Franklin, Green, Hamilton, Lake, Mi- 
ami, Montgomery, Perry, Preble, Richland, Seneca, Summit, War- 
ren, and Washington. 

The report of the committee on the subject of "Physiology and 
the Laws of Health," was then read by the Chairman, A. D. Lord. 

AFTERNOON. 

Mr. C. F. Mc Williams in the chair. On motion of Mr. J. Hurty: 

Resolved^ That four delegates from this association be appointed 
to attend the annual meeting of the New York State Teachers' As- 
sociation, to be held in Auburn, on the first Wednesday in August, 
next. Messrs. H. H. Barney, A. D. Lord, C. F. Mc Williams, and 
J. Hurty, were appointed delegates. 

On motion, Messrs. E. E, Barney, and M. G. Williams, of Mont- 
gomery county, M. F. Cowdery, of Lake, Rev. J. Hall, of Huron, 
A. H. Baily, of Ashtabula, L. G. Parker, of Champaign, James 
Evers, of Richland, C. Robbins and C. F. Mc Williams, of Clark, 
Dr. W. Bowen, of Stark, M. D. Leggett, of Summit, Dr. E, B. 
Perkins, of Washington, and A. D. Lord, of Franklin, were appoint- 
ee! delegates from this association to attend the annual meeting of the 
Northwestern Educational Society, in Detroit, on the 16th of August 
next. 

The members of each of these delegations were authorized to se- 
cure substitutes in case they were unable to attend. 

The proper time of holding the next meeting of this association 
having been discussed, it was 

Besolved, That the annual meeting of the Ohio State Teachers' 
Association be attended in Columbus, between the 25th qf Decem- 
ber next, and the 1st of January, 1849. 

The report of the committee on "Linear Drawing," prepared by 
the chairman, J. B. Howard, of Muskingum county, was then read 
by M. F. Cowdery. 

The report of the committee on "Civil Polity" was read by Mr. 
J. Hurty; and the following preamble and resolution appended to 
the report, unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, the perpetuity of our civil and religious institutions de- 
pends upon the intelligence of the people, therefore 

Resolved, That every child in our State should be taught the gen- 
eral principles of civil government, including the constitution of the 
State and of the United States, and the duties of officers and the 
laws of crimes, and that we recommend that this subject be intro- 
duced and taught in all our common schools, select schools and 
academies. 

Mr. E. E. Barney then presented the following resolutions : 

Resolved^ That a well regulated and efficient system of common 
sehools is the basis on which rests the permanency of, our govern- 
ment, and the centre around which clusters the only hope of the 
patriot, philanthropist and christian, for the perpetuity of our civil 
and religious prifileges. 
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Resolved^ That to give life and efficiency to any common school 
system, however well digested, imperiously demands the creation of 
the office of State Superintendant of Common Schools, with a salary 
sufficiently liberal to command the best talent in the country. 

Resolved^ That it is the imperative duty, and the highest interest 
of the Slate, to make the most ample provision for the education of 
common school teachers, and that this can best be accomplished by 
the establishment of Normal Schools. 
On motion of Mr. H. H. Barney, 

Resolved, That the organs of Teachers' Institutes and Associa- 
tions, towns and county, as well as the individual teachers and friends 
of general education throughout the State, be requested to act as 
committees to procure signatures to proper memorials on the subject 
embraced in the last two resolutions, and cause the same to be for- 
warded to Mr. A. D. Lord, of Columbus, by the 1st day of Decem- 
ber next. 

The following resolutions, originally oflfered by Mr. Rickly, and 
amended by Mr. Barney, were then adopted : 

Resolved, That the secretaries of the different county education- 
al societies be respectfully requested to furnish the delegates from 
their respective counties, to the annual meeting of this association, 
a detailed account of the condition of the schools in their respective 
counties. 

Resolved, That their report should include, among others, the fol- 
lowing items : 

Ist. The number of teachers, male and female, in the county. 
2d. The number of schools, and the time they were opened. 
3d. The probable number of scholars. 

4th. The different grades of schools, and the branches taught. 
5th. The general character and qualifications of teachers. 
6th. The mode of teaching, and the general result. 
The following resolution was then presented by Mr. A. £. Stevens, 
and adopted : 

Resolved, That in the Ohio School Journal, edited by A. D. Lord, 
M. D., we recognize an important aid in advancing the cause of edu- 
cation, and we therefore cordially recommend it to the patronage of 
every teacher and friend of education in the State. 
On motion of Mr. M. G. Williams, 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized to furnish 
copies of the proceedings of this association to the difierent educa- 
tional and other papers throughout the State. 
On motion of Dr. A. D. Lord, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the members of this association be 
respectfully tendered to the City Council, of the city of Dayton, for 
their liberality in tendering to this association the free use of the 
City Hall during the past session ; and that the citizens of Dajrton, 
for their kindness and hospitality, in entertaining the members free 
of charge, are entitled to our warmest gratitude. 

At the suggestion of the chairman of the Executive Committee, 
Messrs. M. G. Williams, C. F. Mc Williams and H. H. Barney \ 
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appointed a committee to act in concert with the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

After the customary vote of thanks to the officers of the society, 
and a few hrief but pertinent remarks from Mr. Mc Williams, the 
acting President, the association adjourned to meet in Columbus ai 
the call of the Executive Committee. 

CHARLES ROGERS, Secretary, pro, tern. 

Norwalk, the county seat of Huron county, h^^ving been deemed 
by the committee, the most eligible place for the proposed ** Course 
of Lectures," and due notice of the fact having been given, the 
class assembled, and the introductory lecture was given on the 14th 
of June, 1848, by Hon. S. Galloway. 

The following gentlemen were employed as instructors, in the 
branches opposite their respective names : 

LoRiN Anj>ri:ws, A. M., Arithmetic and Vocal Music, . 
HoKACJS Benton, English Language. 

M. F. CowDERY, Geography^ Moral Instruction and Vegetable 
Physiology, 

Samuel St. John, A. M,, Geology. 

JosiAH HuRxy, A. M., Civil Government. 

T. W. Harvet, Aiinerican History. 

I. J. Allen, M. D., Natural Philosophy. 

M. D, Leooett, Human Physiology. 

H. Mandeville, D. D., Elocution. 

G. W. Winchester, Penmanship and Book Keeping. 

J. B. Howard, Perspective Drawing. 

During the month of August, proposals similar to those on page 
twelfth, were issued, and on the 18th of Sept., the ** Second Normal 
Class " was convened at Akron, and instruction given for seven 
weeks in the several studiee, and by the instructor? named below : 

M. D. Legpett, Arithmetic and Natural Philosophy. 
Horace Benton, ISnglish JL^anguage. 
M. F, CowDER3r, Geography and Elocution. 
L. M. CuTOHEON, M. D., Human Physiology. 
Rev. M. C. Briogs, Moral Instruction. 
Geo, W. WJnohestbr, Penmanship and Book-keeping. 
J. B. Howard, Perspective Drawing. 
James Cqwi<£s, A. M., Vocal Music. 

For an account of the success of these ckusses, reference is made 
to the "First Annual Report'* of the Executive Committee, on p. 19. 
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FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 

The first annual meeting was attended in Columbus, on the 27th 
of December, 1848. The meeting was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Hon. S. Galloway. After some miscellanous remarks, Messrs. 
A. D. Lord, E. E. Barney, and M. F. Cowdery, were appointed a 
committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. The associa- 
tion then took a recess. 

At 2 o'clock, P. M., the committee on Nomioatioas reported the 
names of the following persons, who were duly elected : 

President — Hon. Samuel Galloway, of Franklin county. 

Vice Presidents. 

P. Dawlet, of Stark. L. Tenney, of Washington. 

A. A. Smith, of Ashtabula. J. B. Howard, of Muskingum. 
Andrew Freese, of Cuyahoga. Rev. S. Bailey, of Licking, 

R. R. Sloan, of Knox. P. S. Syhhes, of Hamilton. 

C. P Mc Williams, of Clark, Rev. S. Hall, of Huron. 

Mr. Smith, of Warren. H. G. Blake, of Medina. 

Mr. Blakeslee, of Williams. A. Gilbert, of Columbiana. 

B. Rouse, of Lucas. C. C. Beatty, of Jefi^rson. 
E. E. Barney, of Montgomery, Mr. Van Horn, of Miami. 

William Finley, of Ross, 

Recording Secretary — S. S. Ricelby, of Columbus. 
Corresponding Secretary^-^W . P. Kerr, of Granville, Licking 
county. 

Treasurer — ^L. G. Parker, of Urbana, Champaign county. 

Executive Committee, 

Asa D. L<»d, of Columbus. 
M. G. Williams, of Dayton* L W. Andrews* of Marietta. 
RuFus Hubbard, of Cincinnati. A. W. Dennis, of Newark. 
H. H. Barney, of Cincinnati. John S. Whitwell, of Lancaster. 

Mr. M. F. Cowdery presented a verbal report of the doings of the 
Executive Committee for the pasi year, and offered tlie foUowing re- 
solution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That no individual shall hold any office in this associa- 
tion, who is in any way employed by authors or publishers ; and that 
any person who engages to promote their interests during his continu- 
ance in office, shall forfeit the same. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. S. S. Rickiey, and 
adopted : 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a re- 
port on the advantages to be derived from Union Schools, and on the 
best mode of organizing and conducting them, and cause the same to 
be published as extensively as possible. 
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Messrs. A. D. Lord, S. S. Rickley, and H. H. Barney, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

The following questions announced for discussion and remarks, 
were then discussed at some length : 

Is it for the interest of common schools that provision should be 
made by the State for the education of teachers ? 

Would the interests of common schools be promoted by the ap- 
pointment of State and County Superintendents of schools ? 

What plan of organization is best suited to the wants of the incor- 
porated towns and cities of the State? 

The association adjourned to meet at Jhe call of the Executive 
Committee. 

S. S. RICKLEY, Secretary. 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COM- 
MITTEEy FOR THE YEAR 1848. 

Bjr the constitution of this association, it is made the duty of the 
executive committee "to carry into effect all orders and resolutions of 
the associaticm, and to devise &nd put into operation such other 
measures not inconsistent with the objects^ of the association, as it 
shall deem best." It is further made the duty of the committee to 
present to the associatipn an annual report of itd proceedmgs. 

In accordance with the last requisition, the following report is re- 
spectfully submitted : 

In assuming the responsibility of conducting the business affairs 
of the association twelve months since, the committee selected the 
following objects as most worthy of their immediate attention: First, 
the elevation of the teachers of the State, through the agency of 
teachers' instittites, courses of lectures to teachers, educational con- 
ventions and associations, and a mdre conscientious adherence to the 
law relating to the qualifications of teachers, on the part d[ county 
examiners. This was proposed to be accomplished by addressing 
citizens publicly, and stating the importance, practicability, and eeo- 
nomy of such a change in the common school orgatiization as would 
give to every child of a town or city, an education fitting him for his 
duties a^ a citizen; and, lastly, it was the wish of the committee, as 
far .and as fast as practicable, to prepare the public mind for a school 
system for our State, unparralleled for the liberality of its provi- 
sions, the wisdom of its measures, and the harmony and efficiency 
of its operations. 

During the past year these objects have been kept steadily in 
view. The varied success attending the labors of the . committee 
will be briefly stated. 

TSiuOHEBS' iNflmiTtBS. 

Early in January last, the committee made conditional arrange- 
ments for holding teachers' institutes in one-half oi the counties of 
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the State in the spring following, and matured phns for holding in 
the remaining counties of the State during the succeeding autumn. 
Teachers of ability and experience were secured to visit these coun- 
ties and give a course of instructicm, for one week, to the teachers of 
the county, provided the county examiners, teachers themselves, and 
friends of education, should co-operate in the measures proposed.*— 
Several hundred letters were vrritten by the committee to public 
men and private citizens, in the oeunties designated, asking their 
influence and ef&rts in behalf of the plans of the committee* The 
following counties accepted the proposition of the committee, and in- 
stitutes w^re held during the months of March and April last: Ash- 
land, Richland, Huron, Licking, Seneca, Stark, Columbiana, Wayne, 
and Washington. The numbet of teachers attending the institutes 
in the above counties was between six and seven hundred. 

During the summer, proposals were issued by the committee for 
holding an institute, during the succeeding autumn, in any county 
of the State where teachers and friends would co-operate with the 
committee. The following counties accepted the proposals of the 
committee, and institutes were held during the past autumn : Mont- 
gomery, Medina, Portage, Huron, Seneca, Miami, Sandusky, Cham- 
paign, Ashtabula, and Washington. 

The number of teachers instructed at the institutes during the fall, 
in the above counties, was about eight, hundred, making in all about 
fifteen hundred who have attended institutes during the past year in 
connection wiih the State Association. 

Lectures to Teachers. 

In January li^t, the committee issued proposals for. a Course op 
Lectures to Teachers, on subjects immediately coni^ected with 
their qudifications and, duties, and the improvement of schools, to 
continue nine weeks, and be given in any county of the State where 
the friends of education would offer the most liberal inducements to 
the committee for the course. From all the propositions received,^ 
the offer from Huron county, pledging to the committee nearly five 
hundred dollars, with a suitable building, was deemed best, and the 
course was aiccordiiigly ^iven in that county. About one hundred 
and twenty persons iittended the course. As the aaterprise is en- 
tirely without precedent in our State ; and as many friends have 
doubted the utility and practicability of such a nK)vemezkt, the follow^ 
iog editorial remarks from the Hi;iron Reflector are inserted : 

State Normal Class. 

<<Nearly five weeks have elapsed since the Slate Teacl|ers' As- 
sociation commenced the exercises of its first normal Qlasa at this 
place. If it may be viewed in the light of an experiment^ the fruits 
of the enterprise thus far, iii ^ttte estimation of all who have observed 
them, establish firmly its success. Teachers and citizen who have 
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shared in the course of instruction here, unite in attesting its excel* 
lence, 

^*Our citizens have viewed with solicitude the progress of this 
class, and have witnessed its success with ardent gratification. The 
excellent deportment of the pupils, the talent and gentlemanly cha- 
racter of the instructors, and the admirable order of arrangements 
which has been pureued under the able supervision of Mr. Cowde- 
ry, have much enhanced the estimaticm, cordial as it was, with 
which they regarded the commencement of this enterprise." 

During the summer proposals were issued by the committee for 
another course, similar to the one in Huron county, to be given where 
the best offer should be madfe. The offer from Sumipit county was 
deemed best, and the course was given in that county during the 
months of September and October. The class numbered about sixty. 
Similar resolutions were presented by this class, and similar expres* 
sions of approval given by citizens and the press. 

REpROAiqiZATION OF ScHOOLS IN ToWNS. 

Gentlemen who have heen envployed to conduct teachers' insti- 
tutes, have invariably presented the subject of union schools in all 
the counties they have visited ; and it is believed that important re- 
sults have already grown oiit of their labors. Several towns have 
already adopted the plan of classifying the pupils, and bringing all 
the schools under one uniform and connected system, while others 
are making the preliminary arrangements to introduce the same gen- 
eral method. 

Public Sentiment. 

It is believed that there is a strong and growing public sentiment 
in favor of all practical improvements in the system of education in 
our State. The committee have been sustained and encouraged in 
the various efforts they have made the past year, by private citizens, 
teachers, and others, far beyond their expectations. In many sec- 
tionsof the State, it only needs to be known that a measure is really 
an improvement, and that it is practicable, and the means for intro- 
ducing it are speedily provided. 

The interest manifested by the citizens of Huron county, together 
with the very liberal contributions of ladies and gentlemen in Nor- 
walk, to sustain the first course of lectures to teachers in Ohio, and 
the generous offers and contributions froija various other counties to 
the committee, are proofs that the interests of common schools are 
not wholly forgotten* 

Miscellaneous Remarks. 

In judging of the efforts and the success of the association the past 
year, it should be borne in mind that the association is altogether a 
voluntary one, depending on the spirit and energy of its friends for 
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its existence and its usefulness^— that during the past year all the pre- 
liminary arrangements for future progress were to be maA, an ac- 
quaintance to be formed with teachers and others in nil parts of the 
State, the precise objects of the association to be made known, and 
confidence inspired in the wisdom of the measures proposed, and the 
energy and integrity of the Etssociation to carry out faithfully what- 
ever it undertook. It should further be remembered that aU pecu- 
niary means were to be creeled by those who undertook any import- 
ant measure. Notwithstanding all the embarrassments which indif- 
ference to the cause, and ignorance of the existence and objects of 
the association have caused, the various measures undertaken have 
been, to some extent at least, carried forward. It should be further 
stated that no pecuniary embarrassment has occurred to those who 
have labored in connection with the association the past year. None 
have been made either rich or poor for the service they have ren- 
dered. 

A number of gentlemen have, however, made sacrifices of salary 
for the time spent, or have labored for a trifiing compensation for the 
time they were employed. All necessary expenses have been promptly 
met, and the committee has neither a fund nqr a debt to transmit to 
its successors. The committe desire further to say, that a very im- 
portant benefit has accrued to the association, and to the true inter- 
ests of education in the State, from the trifling appropriation made by 
the Legislature a year or two since, to defray the expenses of a 
Tcachers*^- Institute in several counties of the State. It is believed 
that no public fund was ever more faithfully, beneficially, oi econom- 
ically expended, than this has been. 

Institutes have, however, been sustained in a number of counties 
by the voluntary contributions of teachers and friends, where no such 
appropriation has been made. 

In conclusion, the committee desire to commend the association to 
the te$u;hers and friends of education in Ohio, believing that, though 
little has already been accomplished, much may yet be done for the 
schools of the State through its agency. Impressed with the con- 
viction that the claims of the children of the State for a sound elemen- 
tary education, for a multiplication of all the sources of rational en- 
joyment during the impressive years of chiWhood and youth, and for 
an early and continued development of a sense of duty, are equal if 
not superior to all other public claims ; and that a complete knowl- 
edge of the means and influences to be used in restoring profligate, 
degraded, and abandoned youth, to a feeling of self-respect, to a con- 
sciousness of integrity and purity, is of infinitely more importance to 
us and to our country, than all the achievements of science, or the 
inventions of the mechanic arts. Impressed with these truths, the 
association was formed and the labors of the committee undertaken. 
That a voluntary association, like our own, may do something, in 
future, to diffuse and put in practice these important truths, we think 
none need to doubt. That it may be eminently useful, always com- 
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manding the confidence of its friends and the public, we earnestly 
and confidently hope. M. F. COWDERY, 

Chairman' of the Exec, Com, 
Columbus, Pec. 28th, 1848. 



REPORT UPON UNION SCHOOLS. 

In accordance with the resolution passed at the first Annual Meet- 
ing, the following Report was prepared and published in the Annual 
Report of the State Superintendent of schools, and in the Ohio School 
Journal. 

The undersigneid committee of the State Teachers' Association re- 
spectfully report as follows : 

It is a well known fact, that in most of the towns and villages of 
this State where classified public schools have not been established, 
there are few, if any, good school houses, that the teachers employed 
are generally poorly paid and often entirely incompetent ; that the 
scholars attend irregularly and derive but little benefit from their at- 
tendance ; that school officers and citizens take but little interest in 
the schools, and that the better class of families, including nearly all 
who are able to provide for the education of their children elsewhere, 
and that most, if not all of those who value the manners and morals 
of their children, feel compelled to stand entirely aloof from these 
schools and secure their education by sending tnem abroad, or by 
sustaining private schools, near home, at a heavy expense. The 
principal disadvantages attendant upon sending children abroad to 
attend school, are the removal of them from the care and guardian- 
ship of their parents ; their increased liability to sickness, arising 
from a change of residence, diet, and the habits of exercise to which 
they are usually accustomed in connection with household labors of 
some kind ; and the heavy expenditure to be incurred for traveling 
expenses, tuition and board, to say nothing of the increased expendi- 
ture for clothing and incidentals. These, it must be acknowledged, 
are material disadvantages, admitting that good schools are always 
found, atid thorough instruction secured, an admission which cannot 
with propriety always be made. 

The disadvantages connected with the private schools, known as 
select schools and high schools, as they have been conducted in years 
past, and are likely to be for years to come, are : 

1. The buildings and rooms in which they are taught, having 
been more commonly erected for other purposes, are unsuitable and 
greatly inferior to those which can easily be furnished for a union 
school, or a system of public schools. 

2. The teachers who establish, or rather commence, many of these 
schools are often utterly incompetent to manage or instruct them 
properly, being, not unfrequently, persons who cannot, for want of 
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the necessary qualifications, secure employment in good common 
schools ; and the irresponsible nature of the schools and the tran- 
sient character of the teachers, preclude the adoption of the neces- 
sary means for ascertaining the competency of the individual who 
proposes to teach, before he commences his school. 

3. These schools are not permanent, hence no regular course of 
study can be prescribed, and no systematic course of instruction can 
he pursued. 

4. In most cases, in order to make up a school of sufficient num- 
bers, scholars must be received without any reference to their previ- 
ous attainments, and must be allowed to pursue such studies as their 
own caprice, or that of their parents, may dictate ; hence it is not un- 
common to find scholars studying natural philosophy or astronomy 
who do not know the multiplication table, or studymg botany, geol- 
ogy, or rhetoric, without being able to spell the nyost common words, 
or to read, intelligently or intelligibly, a single paragraph in the. En- 
glish language. 

6. Scholars are not unfrequently encouraged to be irregular in 
their attendance by being required to pay only for the time they at- 
tend school ; this, with the fact last named, prevents, to a great ex- 
tent, tl\e formation of regular classes, and precludes entirely the pos- 
sibility of instructing them in such classes, (thus depriving them of 
the stimulus derived from being associated with their schoolmates,) 
and shortens the time which can be given both to the recitation and 
the explanation or elucidation of their lessons. 

6. In every well conducted and thoroughly taught High School, 
the rates of tuition must be so high as to prevent the great majority 
of those who attend, from continuing at school sufficiently long to se- 
cure anything like a thorough education. 

These are a few of the more obvious disadvantages incident to this 
class of schools, without naming the difficulties arising from the fre- 
quent changes of school books, and of the modes of instruction and 
discipline, or the idea so commonly acquired by those who attend 
them for a single quarter even, that tkey cannot afterward be profited 
by the instruction given in any common school, however competent 
the teacher may be. 

To obviate these disadvantages, and secure to all who wish it, the 
opportunity for a thorough education, it has been supposed^by many 
that the only method was to incorporate and establish permanent 
academies and female seminaries. But to do this, it has been found 
necessary to incur a heavy expenditure for buildings, library and ap- 
paratus ; and the funds for this purpose can seldom be obtained, for 
the reason that the investment can riever be expected to yield an in- 
come, since the avails of tuition in such institutions, however amply 
endowed, can never do more than to sustain the instructors and de- 
fray the incidental expenses ; and in order to do this even, the rates 
of tuition must be from fifteen to twenty or twenty -five dollars per 
annum ; and these rates of tuition will prevent the great majority of 
families in the places where these schools are located, from sending 
their children with any regularity or for any considerable time, and 
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the expense of tuition and board must preclude all except the more 
wealthy, residing in other towns, from keeping children in the school 
longer than one or two quarters at a time. 

After a trial of this plan for years, the opinion has become almost 
universal in the eastern States, and in many parts of our own State, 
that the only means of providing a respectable education for the great 
mass of the youth of a town, and that the best and cheapest plan for 
securing the same for those who are able to provide it at their own 
expense, is by establishing well regulated public schooJs, sustained 
during at least ten months in the year, and supported by a tax on the 
property of the town or district* These schools are divisible into two 
classes: Union Schools for moderate sized towns and villages, and 
the more densely populated Country districts, and properly classified, 
or graded Public Schools for larger towns and cities: 

UNION SCHOOLS. 

The schools known by this name in many parts of our own and 
other States, are common schools, generally formed by the union of 
two, three or more districts, the inhabitants of which unite i« build- 
ing one large school house for the accommodation of two, three or 
more departments. Where these schools have been established, it 
has been customary for the people who wished to unite for the pur- 
pose, to secure an act of the Legislature for consolidating their dis- 
tricts, electing a board of directors and levying a tax for building a 
house sufficiently large to accommodate all their pupils. One tho- 
roughly qualified male teacher is employed as principal of the high- 
est department and superintendent of the whole school, and the lower 
departments are instructed mainly by female teachers. The scholars 
are divided, according to their advancement, into three or more de- 
partments, known as the primary, secondary, and senioi* or grammar 
school departments, in each of which a systematic course of study 
and a thorough course of instruction in all the common English 
branches is pursued ; and to these is added, when practicable, a high 
school, in which the higher English branches, mathematics and the 
languages are taught. 

• Under such an arrangement, it will be readily seen that if a school 
has only three departments, it will furnish to those who complete the 
course of study, a thorough common school education; and, if a high 
school is added, it may easily be made to afford all the advantages of 
an academy or female seminary. 

ADVANTAGES OF THE SYSTEM. 

1. Wherever this sj'-stem is adopted it secures the erection of a 
spacious school house, eligibly located, constructed throughout with 
reference to the comfort, improvement, health and morals of the pu- 
pils, a source of pleasure to the beholder, an ornament to the town, to 
which every citizen may point with honest pride, and in the privileges 
of which every parent may feel that his children have a rich inheri- 
tance. 
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2. It prevents the necessity for enaploying any but competent 
teachers, since none can find employment without presenting satis- 
factory testimonials of character, ability and experience, and under- 
going a rigid personal examination ; and the teachers, when selected, 
are furnished with ample opportunities for continued improvement, 
both in respect to their attainments, and thejir modes of instruction 
and discipline. 

3. The board of directors prescribe definitely the course of study 
to be pursued, and the books to be used, in each department, and re- 
quire the scholars to pursue this course to the exclusion of all other 
branches thus securing entire uniformity in the school books, and all 
desirable uniformity in the modes of instruction and government 
adopted. 

4. All the scholars are classified with reference to their attain- 
ments, thus enabling each teacher to instruct a larger number of schol- 
ars, and to accomplish much more in a given time than could be done 
without this arrangement, and at the same time furnishing to the pu- 
pils one of the strongest inducements to become thorouffhly qualified 
for promotion from the class or school in which they belong to one of 
a higher grade, while it prompts the teachers to fidelity in the per- 
formance of all their duties, since the want of thoroughness cannot 
fail to be detected when their scholars are examined for promotion, if 
not before. 

5. Instead of three or four ordinary district schools, occupying as 
many small and .ill constructed tenements in different parts of town, 
containing scholars of every age, from four to twenty-one years, and 
taught by different teachers nearly every quarter they are in session, 
the school thus established, classified and instructed, is a permanent 
literary institution, among whose instruclers, and in whose general ar- 
rangements, changes need hitrdly be more frequent than in the best 
regulated academies and colleges; thus retaining its identity from year 
to vear, and becoming a public institution in which every good citizen 
will feel a deep and abiding interest. 

6. The discipline of such a school may be much better, and the 
government far easier than under almost any other system ; for while 
each teacher is responsible for the discipline of his own department, 
each may at any time refer to the principal in cases of doubt or diffi- 
culty, and all may have frequent opportunities for consultation. Be- 
side, all the general regulations of the school are prescribed by the 
directors, so that the teacher becomes mainly an executive officer, and 
is, therefore, far more likely to be impartial in his administration 
than if the legislative, judicial and executive functions were all de- 
volved upon him, 

7. It is comparatively easy to furnish such a school with a libra- 
ry and all the apparatus and other conveniences needed to illustrate 
the branches included in the course of study. 

8. Such a school can be made "good enough for the richest, and 
cheap enough for the poorest" family in any community, and will 
thus furnish to all classes the opportunity of giving to their children, 
without sending them from home, an education sufficient to fit them 
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for any ordinary business, for the study of a profession, or to enter 
college. 

9. If the room intended for the senior department is of sufficient 
size to accommodate a respectable audience, a union school may af- 
ford to the citizens of ihe place all the advantages derived from lyce- 
ums and single lectures or courses of lectures on scientific subjects, 
now enjoyed in the vicinity of academies and seminaries. 

Besides these, there are numerous incidental advantages arising 
from the adoption of this plan. By having the different classes of 
scholars instructed in the same building, the younger pupils may be 
under the care and protection of their older brothers and sisters, or 
of older schoolmates, on the way to and from school. The teachers 
of the different departments, rising in rank one above the other, and 
all deriving their authority from the same directors, (who should 
frequently visit the school,) exert a most salutary influence upon the 
minds of the scholars ; and the cugtom of assembling all the depart- 
ments in the room of the principal, for the practice of vocal music, 
and for religious or other public exercises, has the most happy effect 
upon the minds and manners of all. 

Under this system it is found that a teacher can instruct with suc- 
cess an average of about fifty scholars, hence, if the school contains 
three or four departments, each urtdef a single teacher, the children 
of both sexes must occupy the same room in each department, and 
the school will number from one hundred and fifty to two hundred or 
more scholars. If ihe number of pupils is sufficient to require the 
employment of two teachers to each grade, the sexes can be separa- 
ted if deemed desirable. 

It is sometimes urged in opposition to this plan, that it brings to- 
gether, in the same building^, too large a number of scholars. But in 
practice it is found that this objection may be almost entirely obvia- 
ted, and ihe difficulties anticipated, prevented, by having the yards 
and outbuildings, for the sexes, separate, and having the recesses of 
the different departments occur at different hours ; when the sexes 
are taught in separate rooms the entrances may easily be made 
through their respective yards and on opposite sides of the building. 
In either case, as the teachers, are required to be at. their rooms some 
minutes before the time for opening school, and are not expected to 
leave till all the scholars have left the premises, there is little oppor- 
tunity for improprieties arising from this source. 

ADAPTEDNESS OF THIS PLAN TO THE WANTS OF DIFFERENT 
COMMUNITIES. 

Single districts, in which there are eighty or more scholars to at- 
tend school, may avail themselves of some of its advantages by em- 
ploying, during the winter season, a competent male teacher and a 
female assistant to instruct the smaller scholars in a separate room, 
and, during the summer season, two female teachers. By uniting 
two districts and erecting a house of proper dimensions, one male 
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and two female teachers may be employed in the winter, and three 
female teachers in the summer season. 

But the peculiar benefits and advantages of the system cannot be 
realized till the school is made permanent by employing the same 
teachers during at least ten months in each year, prescribing a tho- 
rough course of study, and promoting the scholars from one depart- 
ment to another only as they shall have completed all the studies of 
the school to which they have belonged. 

EXPENSE OF ITS ADOPTION. 

It is admitted that the purchase of a suitable site, the erection, and 
ftirnishing of such a school house as will be needed for the accom- 
modation of two, three, or four hundred scholars, must be attended 
by a heavj'^ expenditure ; but when this has been incurred, it has 
been repeatedly demonstrated, by experiment, that including the in- 
terest on the investment in building and grounds, the scholars can be 
instructed at less than half the usual cost of tuition under any sys- 
tem of private schools. 

The actual cost of the site and building must of course vary with 
th6 circumstances in different places. In country districts a house 
containing three rooms can, probably, be built and furnished for $1,- 
000, or $1,500. The cost of the Union school house in Perrysburg, 
intended for three hundred scholars, was $1^,000. The cost of each 
of the three public school houses in Columbus, containing six rooms 
and intended for three hundred pupils, was not far from ^3,000, ex- 
clusive of the expense for site. The expense of the tJnion school 
house in Lancaster, which is fifty-six by eighty feet on the ground, 
two stories in height, and contains eight school rooms for fifty schol- 
ars each, was $6,000; for site, (two lots,) $800, for building and fur- 
niture, $5,200. The Union school house inMassilon, ninety by six- 
ty feet, and three stories in height, cost about $7,000, exclusive of 
the site, which was a donation. The Union school house in Lyons, 
New York, is sixty-six by one hundred and eight feet, three stories 
high, and capable of accommodating six or seven hundred scholars, 
**the whole expense for site, building, furniture, Winds, well, bell, 
fences, furnace, library, and apparatus, does not vary much from 
thirteen thousand dollars." 

The salaries of teachers must necessarily vary in different places. 
In country districts and smaller villages, a good Principal of a school 
of three departments may' be secured for three or four hundred dol- 
lars per year ; in larger places a competent principal should receive 
five or six hundred, and a thoroughly educated teacher, capable of 
instructing the High School, should command from six or seven hun- 
dred to one thousand dollars.' The salaries now paid to female teach- 
ers in different places in Ohio, where Union schools, or well regula- 
ted public schools have been established, vary from two to seven dol- 
lars per week. In the schools of Cleveland, they are paid from two 
to five dollars per week ; in Columbus, primary teachers receive 
$160 per year, and secondary teachers, $200 ; in Cincinnati, the dif- 
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ferent grades of female teachers receive frpm $192, to $836, and in 
Massillon from $200 to $400 per year. The salary of the teachers 
of the Senior or Grammar schools in Columbus, is $400 ; in Cleve- 
land $440; in Cincinnati, $600. The salary of the Principal of the 
High School* in Cleveland, and of the Superintendent of Schools in 
Akron, is $500 ; that of the Principal of the Union School in Per- 
rysburg, and of the Principal of the Boys' school in Zanesville, $600; 
of the Superintendent of the public schools of Sandusky City, $700; 
of the Principal of the Massillon Union School, and the Superinten- 
dent of schools in Columbus-, $800, and the present salary of the 
Principal of the Central School in Cincinnati, is $1,500. 

It may here be remarked that it has been found economical to em- 
ploy, at a liberal salary, a Superintendent, or principal teacher, of 
extensive and varied attainments and large experience, and that un- 
der the supervision of such a principal, and enjoying opportunities 
of witnessing his improved modes of instruction and discipline, and 
receiving his advice and counsel, teachers of ordinary abilities and 
advantages may succeed very w^ell, and that such teachers may well 
afibrd to labor at a moderate salary, in consideration of the benefits 
they will derive from being associated with (me so much more expe- 
rienced than themselves. 

The cost of tuition will depend upon the sdaries of teachers, and 
the regularity of the attendance of pupils. The average price of 
tuition in the several schtwls of Cleveland, for the last year, was 
$3^96 ; in the schools of Columbus, $5,25 ; in those of Cincinnati, 
$7,00 ; in the Union Schwl at Massillon, it is not far from $6,00; in 
the Public schools of Philadelphia, employing 631 teacjhers, instruct- 
ing more than 40,000 different scholars, and an average of about 35,- 
000, the average cost of education, including tuition, books and sta- 
tionery, was $6,49, and including the interest on $750,343, (the 
amount which the city and county has invested in real estate for 
school purposes,) the cost was $7,15 per scholar. 

From a table of the expenditures for Public schools in more than 
twenty eastern cities, now lying before us, it appears that the lowest 
average cost of tuition is $5,66, and the highest $14,66 ; and it is 
estimated that the cost of instruction in private schools, in each c^ 
these cities is from two to three times as great as that incurred in the 
public schools. 

This great reduction of the price of tuition is effected, mainly, by 
employing female teachers in all the lower grades of schools,. and as 
assistants in some of the higher departments. Experience has shown 
that they are, generally, far more successful in teaching and govern- 
ing young children than male teachers, and that under a well regu- 
lated system they succeed equally well in many of the higher de- 
partments of instruction, while their services can be secured at one 
half or less than one half the cost of tuitioo, in the same branches 
by male teachers. > 

Some idea of the extent to which females are employed in public 
schools may be gamed from the following, facts : < >f eleven teachers 
in the schools of Akrcaa, ten are females ; of twenty-ode in Cleve- 
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land, only five are males ; of twenty in Columbus, six are males ; of 
one hundred and twenty-seven in Cincinnati, thirty -five, or a little 
more than one fourth, are males ; of an aggregate of more than fif- 
teen hundred in the twenty cities before named, only one fourth are 
males ; and of six hundred and thirty -one employed in Philadelphia, 
eighty, or a little more than one-eighth, are male teachers. 

All the incidental expenses may be reduced in a similar manner 
by purchasing fuel, and all the supplies needed, in large quantities, 
and at times when prices are low. A similar course may be pursu- 
ed in regard to school books. The Directors having decided upon 
the books to be used, may make arrangements with the publishers, 
or others, to supply them at the lowest possible rates, and have them 
sold to the scholars at cost ; or they may be purchased from the pub- 
lic fund, as in Philadelphia, where the average cost of books and sta- 
tionery was, during the last year, only eighty-three cents for each 
scholar. 

The amount of the tax which will be needed in addition to the 
State School Fund, in order to sustain the schools of any town or vil- 
lage during the year, will seldom exceed three mills on each dollar 
of taxable property. The sum levied for the last year in Columbus, 
was four-fifths of one mill ; in Akron and Cincinnati, two mills on 
the dollar. In places where it was deemed inadvisable to supply 
the deficiency of the State Fund by a tax, a tuition fee varying from 
fifty cents in the loweJst, to one dollar and fifty cents or two dollars 
per quarter, in the highest department, has, in some instances, been 
charged by the Directors, for each scholar whose parents are able to 
pay it. But it is confidently believed that public schools can be most 
successful, and the education of all the youth of a community be 
most efi^ctually secured in schools entirely free, so that every parent 
may feel that not a penny can be saved, though much may be lost by 
keeping a child from school, (when not absoTijtely necessary,) for a 
quarter, or even a single day ; for it is to be feared that where this 
is not the case, there are pareilts in almost every community who 
will, for the purpose of saving the tuition fee, however small, with- 
draw their children from the public school, or rather transfer them 
from this to the street school ; and there can be little question that 
the instruction thus received, is, in the end, far the most expensive 
tuition for which any community is ever taxed. 

In this connection it should also be remarked, that where Union 
Schools have been established and conducted on a liberal scale, in 
sections of country not supplied with good Academies, they have fre- 
quently been able to realize, from the' tuition of scholars from abroad, 
a fund equal to the interest of the sum invested in real estate. Of 
this a single example must suffice. From the last report of the Union 
School in Lyons, N. Y., it appears that the school numbered, during 
the year, one hundred and thirty-three different pupils who paid a 
tuition fee of $15,00 per year ; if one hundred of these attended 
regularly, their tuition would be $1,500, while the interest on $13,- 
000 at 7 per cent, is only $910. But where this is not the CAse, it 
may easily be shown that the money invested in buildings for good 
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Public Schools, is soon virtually refunded to the community by\he 
saving of expense for tuition, which they effect. By a iate report of 
the Public Schools in Providence, R. I., it appears, from reliable ta- 
bles of statistics, that these schools have, since their complete organ- 
ization, provided instruction for all the youth of the city at an expense 
less, by $10,000, than the cost of tuition had previously been in pri- 
vate Fchools. A similar table shows that the Public Schools of Sa- 
lem, Mass., effect for the city a saving of $12,000 per year. 

But it may be said that the cost of buildings, and the annual tax 
for supporting such schools, must be paid mainly by a few wealthy 
individuals, who receive in return no direct benefit from the schools. 
To this it may be replied, without dwelling upon the increased secu- 
rity of property and person in a well educated community, that the 
tendency of establishing good schools in any place, will be to increase 
the activity and enterprise of its citizens, and to lead others, not on- 
ly laborers, but persons of fortune who have families to educate, to 
make it their residence ; the legitimate result of this will be to in- 
crease the value of real estate, to raise the price of rents, and thus 
to remunerate the tax payer. In proof of this, we quote the follow- 
ing ; The President of the Nortn Western Educational Society, 
Wm. Bl Ogden,. Esq., stated some months since, that " he was in- 
trusted with the sale of numerous lots in the city of Chicago, belong- 
ing to non-residents, and that he sold hundreds more, and fifty per 
cent, higher than he could have sold but for the free public schools 
of the city." In a debate on this subject in the Legislature of Rhode 
Island, the Hon. Mr. Potter remarked : "I am in favor of establish- 
ing schools I know how beneficial free schools have been to this 
town (Providence). The houses here rent for fifty per cent, more 
than tliey would if there were no public schools. A mechanic can 
afford to pay it because he more than saves it in educating his chil- 
dren. It is owing to this that the town of Providence has been get- 
ting away the population from the rest of the State." 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that all th6 arguments here of- 
fered in favor of the establishment of Union Schools, apply with equal 
force in favor of classified Public Schools in towns or cities too large 
to be accommodated by a single school ; and that the benefits of a 
Free High School are greater, and more apparent, in places sufficient- 
ly large to warrant the erection of a separate building for this depart- 
ment. Respectfully submitted, 

A. D. LORD, -) 

S. S RICKLEY, I Committee. 

H.H.BARNEY, J 

Columbus, January, 1849. 
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SECOND SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING. 

The necessary arrangements were early made for holding the Sec- 
ond Semi Annual meeting in Springfield, on the 3d and 4th days of 
July 1849, and the citizens of that place had generously offered to 
entertain the members and delegates without charge ; but on account 
of the alarm occasioned by the expected prevalence of the cholera it 
was deemed advisable to postpone the meeting, and subsequently to 
omit it entirely. 



SECOND ANNUAL MEETING. 

The second annual meeting of the Association was held in Colum- 
bus on the 26th and 27th of t)ecember 1849. The meeting was called to 
order by the President, Hon. S. Galloway, and opened with prayer 
by the Rev. H. L. Hitchcock. The names of the members having 
been enrolled, the President delivered the introductory address ; sub- 
ject, " The importance of universal education, and the paramount im- 
portance of correct moral instruction, based upon the Bible." 

On motion, the executive committee were requestedto act as a com- 
mittee of business during the session. The reading of a report on 
moral instruction was, on motion, made the first order of the after- 
noon. The Convention took a recess till two o'clock P. M, 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The report on Moral Instruction was read by Wm. N. Edwards, 
of Dayton, and, on motion, accepted. 

The Chairman announced that the Executive Committee had de- 
cided to follow as nearly as possible the. order of exercises published 
^ for the semi annual meeting. 

The subject of a supervision of schools by a State Superintendent, 
or Supei;intendents,, was called up for discussion. Messrs. Williams 
and Cowdery, to whom the subject had been assigned, declined in 
favor of Mr. Andrews, who proceeded to present a plan for securing 
an efficient supervision, which was embodied in the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved^ That this Association recommend the appointment of 
five men, to constitute a State Board of Commissioners of Public In- 
struction ; one for one year, one for two years, one for three years, 
one for four years, and one for five years ; and thereafter one to be 
appointed each year to serve for the term of five years. 

Resolved^ That each man, during the last year of his term of of- 
fice, be styled State Superintendent of Common Schools ; that his 
duties shall be to arrange and collect statistics in accordance with the 
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provisions of the Geiieral School I^ciw, $md the reguIatioQs of the 
^o^rd ; to make ^q annual repprt to the Legislature of such facta 
and suggestions as to him may seem proper, appending thereto the 
reports of the District Superintendents ; ^d to act as Editor of the 
State Educational Poper. 

JR^solvedf That leach Superintendent dujing the first fo^r years of 
his term of office, shall be termed District Superintendent ; that he 
shall perform the duties assigned to, him by. the Board at its regular 
or special meetings ; that he shall aid the County Examiners in hii^ 
District, in the performancee of their duties, and that his signature 
in addition to those of the Examiners, snail be necessary to the validir 
ty of an^ certificate $ that he shall be untrammelled 8[s Superintend- 
ent of his own District, <except by the general regulations adopted by 
the Boardf and the provisions of law ; that he shall make an annual 
report to the Legislature, through the State Superintendent, of hi^ 
labors in his District, ^nd containing such statistics as the law and the 
regulations of tl^^ Boafd may direct. 

Resolved^ That the five Superintendents shall constitute a Board of 
Commissioners gf Public Instruction ; that they shall hold semi-an- 
nual meetings ; that in ail. such meetings the State Superintendent 
^hali be ex-officio chairman, and ^he next oldest officer secretary ; 
that the Board in conformity to the general school law shall determine 
what statistics shalj be collected ^d reported jjy the District Super- 
intendents ; that at it^ first meeting of each year the Board shall di- 
vide the State into four districts, and assign his district to each Dis- 
trict Superintendent ; and shall determine such other matters as may 
not be inconsistent with the general school law, and the^ law under 
which their own offices were created. 

Efisolv^j That each Superintendent shall receivp a salary of $1000 
per annum, and his necessary expenses jn the performance of the du- 
ties of his office ; and that said salaries be paid frotn the fund accu- 
mulated by the fee paid by teachers at their annual examination. 

Reaolved, Th|U the State Superintendent dfaall i^emi-apnually pre* 
pare and forward to the District Superin^ndents a list of questions to 
be used in the examination of Teachers in every county in the 3tate 
for that half year ; that the District Superintenjient3 shall supply each 
Board of County Examiners with them, with instructfon to the meth- 
od of examination. 

Resolved, That each applicant for examination shall pay one dol- 
lar, and if approved shall refceivc a certificate sigfted by the Examin- 
ers ot the County in which he resides, and the District Superinten- 
dent of that District, authorizing him to teach a Public School in any 
eounty of the State, for one year; he shall also receive the Educa- 
tional Paper free of expense, for the same time, and be entitled, with- 
out tuition fee, to Btteiid all Teachers' Institutes, Normal classes, &c„ 
, held within one year, under the direction of the Board : provided 
that no Teacher shall receive payment from the public funds except 
upon the presentation of his annual certificate, if he hold one, or upon 
the presentation of a receipt, from the District Superintendent, hi 
payment of his annual professional tax, if he hold a life certificate. 
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Sesohedy That under the editorial Bupervision of the State Super- 
intendent, an Educational paper shall he puhlished, and sent free of 
expense to all teachers who have received certificates, and to those 
found unqualified to receive certificates it shall also be sent free of 
expense ; that said paper shall be monthly until such time as the 
fund raised by the certificate fee ^^hall be sufficiently large to pay the 
salaries of the Superintendents and the expenses of a semi-monthly 
issue, when it shall become semi-monthly instead of monthly $ that 
the monthly shall be aflTorded to those who are not teachers m Pub- 
lic Schools at fifty cents per annum, and the semi-monthly at one dol- 
lar. 

On motion of M. F. Cowdery, it was decided that the discussion 
of the whole subject of superintendency should be taken up in the 
order presented by Mr. Andrews. For the purpose of allowing 
time for consultation and the interchange of opinions, the resolutions 
were, on motion of M. G. Williams, laid on the table, and a report 
on the "Analysis of English words" was read by Mr. G. R. Hand, 
of Cincinnati, and, on motion, accepted. 

The President extended to the members of the association an in- 
vitation to visit the several public institutions of the State. 

The discussion 6f the subject of superintendency was resumed by 
M. G. Williams, who feared that if an attempt was made to secure 
tbe appointment of five Superintendents it might be unsuccessful, 
but strongly urged the necessity of an efficient supervisioii of 
schools. 

Dr. Lord remarked upon the desirableness of having a State Su- 
perintendent and three or more Deputy or District Superintendents, 
in order to secure anything like an efiicient supervision. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. S. S. Rtckley, J. 
M. Howe, Wm. N. Edwards, and H. H. Barney ; 
• When, on motion of A. P. Rickqff, a committee of five was ap- 
pointed to consult on the subject, and report ^ plan for the approval 
of the Convention. Messrs. H. H. Barney, L. Andrews, M. G. 
Williams, A. J. RickoflT and A. D. Lord were appointed ; Mr. Gal- 
loway was added to the number by request of the Committee. 

The Convention took a recess till half past «ix. 

SVENINO SESSION. 

After music by a glee class whose services had been secured. 

Prof. S. Hanhury Smith, of the Starling Medical College, deliv- 
ered to a large and intelligent audiencot composed of members of the 
I^egislature, citizens and strangers, beside the members of the Coq- 
vention, a most interesting Lecture on the "Animal Kingdom." 

A report on *TeachingMemai Arithmetic,' prepared by A. Freese, 
rf Cleveland, was then read by the chairman of the Executive 
Committee, and, on motion, accepted. 

The Convention adjourned till half past eight on Thursday mom* 
uig. 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. Lord was called to the chair. 
Letters were read by the Chairman from Prof. J. Ray of Woodward 
College, and Prof. I. W» Andrews of Marietta, in both of which 
the importance of securing, at an early day, the appointment of a 
Slate Superintendent of Schools was forcibly urged, 

The committee appointed for the purpose^ reported the resolutions 
presented by Mr. Andrews. . Their report was accepted, and the 
resolutions were taken up one by one for discussion. 

On motion, voted, that no one shall occupy more than ten minutes 
in the discussion of any one resolution.' 

The first resolution was discus8*»d by Messrs. W. D. Moore, J. S. 
Whitwell, M. D. Li g^et, A. J. Buel, H. H. Barney, M. F. Cowde- 
ry, A. D. Lord, R. Hubbard, J. McKinney, M. G. Williams, E. D. 
Kingsley, L. Andrews, A. H. Bailey, W. N. Edwards, S. Gallo- 
way, and J. M. Howe, and adopted. The second resolution was 
adopted after remarks by M. G. Wiijiams. The third and fourth 
were adopted. The fifth and sixth having been discussed by Messrs. 
S. S. Rickley, G. R. Hand, R. Hubbard L. Andrews, A. P. Rick- 
oflT, M. D. Leggett,and J. M. Howe, were adopted. The discussion 
of the remaining resolutions was postponed till afternoon. 

Messrs. R. Hubbard, L. Andrews and J. S. Whitwell, were ap* 
pointed a committee to nominate ofRcers for the ensuing year. 

On motion, the President wa§ requested to publish the address de- 
livered at the opening of the session in the appendix of his annual; 
Report as Superintendent of Schools. 

In accordance with a resolution, Messrs. M. F. Cowdery, J. M. 
Howe, and A. J. Buel, were appointed to prepare an address to the 
Teachers of Ohio, relative to the action of this Convention. 

Messrs. A. D. Lord, M. G. Williams, and H. H. Barney, were 
iippointed to prepare a memorial to the Legislature, praying for the 
enactment of a law securing a general supervision of the Schools of 
the State. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

A letter on the subject of Phonography and Phonotypy, by D. 
Parsons, of JeflTerson Union School, was read by the President, and 
ordered to be filed. 

On motion. Resolved, that the reports submitted to the Association, 
be filed, and preserved, and that the Executive Committee be autho- 
rized to correct any Reports or Addresses placed in their hands be- 
fore publication. 

On motion of A. D. Wright, Resolved, that the Legislature bo 
petitioned to amend the school law so as to fix the minimum age at 
which children shall be allowed to attend school at five years. 

The Committee on Nominations reported the following list of offi?- 
cers : 

The report was accepted, and the officers elected. 
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President— Hon. SAMUEL GALLOWAY, of Columbus. 

Vice Frendenis, 

P. Dawley, of Stark, M. G. Williams, of Montgomery, 

A'. A. Smith, of Ashtabula, L. Tenney, of Washington, 

H. B. Spellman, of Summit, J. M. Howe, of Muskingum. 

R. R. Sloan, of Knox, Rev. S. Bailey, of Licking, 

C. F. Mc Williams, of Clark, Hon. B. Storer, of Hamilton, 

R. G. CoRWiN, of Warren, C. S. Royce, of Erie, 

A. D. Wright, of Wood, H. Q. Blake, of Medina, 

Mr. Blakesley, of Williams, W. D. Morgan, of Columbiana. 
H. C. Whitman, of Fairfield, W. C. Beatty, of Jefferson, 

Wm. FlNLEY, of Ross. 

Recording Secretary — ^E. D. Kikosley, of Cohimbus. 
Corresponding Secretary-^Frof. L W. Andrews, of Marietta. 
7Vca»wrcr— John Ooden, of Columbus. 

JExecufive Committee. 
Asa D. Lord, of Columbus, Chairman, 
M. D. LE00BTT9 of Warren, G. R. Hand, of Cincinnati. 
H. H. Barney, of Cincinnati, E. E, BarneV, of Dayton, 
T. W. Harvey, of Republic, S. S. Riqeley, of Tarleton. 

On motion, . 

Resolved^ That the next semi-annual meeting be held at Spring- 
field, Clark County on the 3d and 4th days of July next. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this meeting be tendered to the Di- 
rectors of the Little Miami and Mad River Railroad Companies, for 
their kindness in permitting members of the Convention to pass over 
their roads at half price. 

A report on the subject of Phonography, prepared by Amos Gil- 
bert of Columbiana county, and one on '' Teaching Geography and 
Map drawing," by W. G. Darley of Trumbull county, were read by 
Dr. Lord, and, on motion, accepted. 

A report on "Primary Teaching" was read by A. D. Wright, of 
Perrysburg. Thp report was accepted, and the following resolution 
appended to it, was unanimously adopted ; 

Resolved^ That in laying the foundation of an education, correct 
elementary instruction is of the first importance ; and, that to se- 
cure this, the most talented and successful teachers should be em- 
ployed in Primary Schools. 

The remainder of the resolutions pertaining to the superintendence 
of schools, were then discussed and adopted. 

The followLncf preamble and resolution was read and adopted : 

Whereas, The subject of Phonetic spelling is attracting much at- 
tention, and the friends of the spelling reform claim, that children can 
be taught to read by the Phonetic alphabet in one-eighth of the time 
now required, and that after acquiring the art of reading the new sys^ 
tem, they can, without further instruction, read the common spelling. 
Therefore, 
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Bewived, That this Convention recominend to Teacbera and 
School Committees the propriety of testing for themselves, by actual 
experiments in school, the value of the Phonetic system. 

The following; persons were appointed delegates to the National 
Convention, to be held in Philadelphia in August next : (with power 
to fill any vacancies which may occur in the delegation, and to add to 
their number any teachers who may attend from Ohio.) H. H. Bar- 
ney, L. Andrews, A. D.Lord^ M. F.Cowdery, M. G. Williams, ,M. D. 
Legelt, E. £. Barney, A. £. Stevens, A. H. Baily,£. D. Kingaley, 
Sam'l. Galloway, A. D. Wright. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Association be tendered to the 
Proprietors of the First Presbyterian Church, for the use of their 
house ; to the (ilee Class for their services, and to the gendemen who 
have delivered addresses. 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be published under 
the direction of the Executive Committee. 

At t5 o'clock P. M. the Convention adjourned to meet in Spring- 
field on the 3d of July next. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COM- 

MITTEE. 

In compliance with the requirements of the constitution, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee submit the following report of their proceedings 
and other items in the educational history of the year 1849 : 

From the fact that nearly all the teachers who had acquired ex- 
perience in conducting Teachers' Institutes during the past and pre- 
ceding years, had become located in charge of systems of Public 
Schools* Union Schools or Academies, the committee found it impos- 
sible to adopt or execute any general plan for attending Institutes, and 
were compelled to leave the whole enterprise to the unaided efforts 
of those interested in the subject, in the several counties : still a very 
respectable number have been attended, and teachers of ability and 
experience have deprived themselves of the needful rest pf vaca- 
tions, and traveled and labored night and day, for the purpose of as- 
sisting in the successful introduction or continuance of these schools. 

The "act for the better organization of the Public Schools in cities, 
towns, &c„" which was drafted by the Hon. S. T. Worcester, and 
passed, with but slight alterations, by the last Legislature, constitutes 
an important era in the legislation of our State \ though we can- 
not but regret the failure to appoint a. commission for the entire re- 
vision of our school laws, by which the organization of the schools 
of cities and towns should be made a part of the general school 
system. 

The adoption of the law just named, or of the "Akron School 
Law," and the completion of the arrangements for classifying the 
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Public Schools, or introducing the Union School plan into so large a 
number of cities and towns, should be named among the most in- 
' teresting features of the past year's history. 

The causes which led to the onvission of our semi-annual meeting, 
after the arrangements had been so fully made, and notice of it so 
widely circulated, are too well known to demand explanation : the 
attendance at our late annual meeting, the spirit which brought to- 
gether so large a number of teachers from remote parts of the State, 
at such a sacrifice of time and money, argue well for the interest felt 
in its objects, by the members of our Association, and indicate a de- 
votion to the cause of popular education of which our profession 
may well be proud. 

In behalf of the Executive Committee. 

A. D. LORD, Chairman. 

Columbus, December 27th, 184d. 



MEMORIAL OF THE STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

To the Hon., the Genercd Aa9emhly of the State of Ohio : 

The undersigned having been appointed by the Ohio State Teach- 
ers' Association, a committee to present to the Legislature a memo- 
rial praying for the enactment of a law providing for a general su- 
pervision of the Common Schools of the State, beg leave respectfully 
to represent, 

1. That the great deficiency in the educational system of the 
State is the want of an efficient general supervision of the adminis- 
tration of the existing school system. 

2. That the objects which should be accomplished by such a su- 
pervision, in addition to the publication of an annual report, embody- 
ing such facts and statistics as the Superintendent now reports, are, 
first, the publication of a State educational paper, which should reach 
every teacher and every school district in the State ; second, the hold- 
ing of a teachers' institute for at least one week in every county ; 
third, the delivery of popular lectures on the subject of education in 
all the county seats, and as many as possible of , the larger towns and 
villages ; fourth, the examination of teachers by some uniform and 
efficient mode, which shall secure a higher order of qualifications, 
and incite them to greater efforts for personal and professional im- 
provement; and fifth, the visitation of as many towns as possible for 
the purpose of collecting facts and statistics in regard to the present 
cond ition of the schools and the working of the school system. 

3. That, in order to secure such a supervision, it is believed that 
a board, consisting of one State and four District Superintendents, is 
deeded. 

4. That while it is not expected that the present Legiskture will 
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modify, to any considerable extent, the existing school laws, it is 
deemed of the highest importance that such a supervision be secured 
during the present year, that the real conditon of the schools, the de- 
fects of the school system, and the remedies for those defects, may 
be known as fully as possible, for the benefit of a future Legislature, 
on which will devolve the revision of the school laws and the prep- 
aration of a school system for the State under the new Constitution. 
Therefore, in behalf of the State Teachers' Association, the un- 
dersigned respectfully pray your honorable body to enact a law pro- 
viding for such a supervision as your wisdom may deem desirable ; 
and the committee, or any member thereof, will cheerfully furnish 
any further information in regard to the views of the association they 
represent, to the committee on schools in either.house of the General 
Assembly, should such information be desired. 
Respectfully submitted, 

A. D. LORD, "1 

H. H. BARNEY, I Commitiee. 

M. G. WILLIAMS, J 

An act for the appointment of a State Board of Public InstructioOt 
was passed on the 22d of March, 1850 ; but the Legislature adjourn- 
ed without appointing the Board. 



SECOND SEMI ANNUAL MEETING. 

The second semi-annual meeting of this Association was attended 
in Springfield on the *dd and 4th days of July, 1850. In the absence 
of the President the assembly was called to order by the Chairman 
of the Executive Committee, and, on motion, Mr. M. G. Williams, 
of Dayton, one of the Vice Presidents, was called to the Chair, Mr. 
Hurty of Xenia, and Mr, Wright of Cincinnati, were appointed as^ 
sistant Secretaries, and the session was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Mr. White, of Springfield. 

The opening address was delivered by Rev. D. Shepardson of Cin- 
cinnati. Theme — '* The Genius of our Government, and the pros» 
perity of our Republic, as Incentives to the Teacher.** The Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee stated what action the Committee 
had taken in relation to the business of the present session, and read 
the order of exercises as announced in the July number of the School 
Friend. An opportunity was aflferded for Delegates to present their 
credentials ; the Constitution was read ; the names of those wishing 
to become members of the Association were enrolled ; and the friends 
of education in general, were invited to take part in the deliberations 
of the session. 

AFTERNOON SESSION, 

A report on Normal Schools, prepared by Mr. A. A. Smith of 
Ashtabula county, was read by Dr. Lord. The resolution pertain- 
ing to Normal Schools, was taken up and discussed at length by 
Messrs. Barney, Rainey, Knowlton, Miller, Reynolds, Mc Williams, 
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Whitwell, Zachos, Wright, L. Andtews, (and perhaps others,) and 
hating b^en amended, was passed in the form which foUowi t 

Fesolvedi That the best interests of the Common Schools of Ohio 
require that provision be made in the Constitution of the State fot 
the establishment of one or more Ncnnsjtl Schools. 

A report on Elementary Instritction by the venerable Albert 
Picket, Sen., was read by Mr. M. G. Williams. On motion the re- 
ports of Messrs. Smith, Picket, and Rankin, were received and or- 
dered to be filed* 

The Chairman read a C(»nmunicatioti from the Secretary of the 
" Springfield Lyceum/* invitihg the members of the Assocmtion to 
visit their Library and Reading Room. 

On motion of Mr. J. Hurty 

Resolved, That the hearing of reports on the cbndilion of sohoob 
and the cause of education in the several counties represented in this 
Convention, be paade the ordet'of the day for 8 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning ; and the representatives from the several counties proceed- 
ed to nominate some one of their niimber to present the report. 

Mr. H. H. Barney read, and accompanied with remarks, a pream- 
ble on the evils of tardiness and irregular attendance of scholars, and 
offered for adoption a resolution to the efiect, that parents and guar- 
dians should be charged additional prices for the absence or irregu- 
lar attendance of their childrep. The resolution was discussed by 
Messrs. Hand, Miller, Knowlton, Hurty, Whitwell, Shepardson, and 
Wright, and unanimously adopted. 

The evening session was occupied with an address on the Philos- 
OPHV of Education, by Prof. J. C. Zachos, of Cincinnati. 

THURSDAY MoRNmo, July 4th. 



The session was opened 
Reports were presented from 
der. 

Ashtabula, A. H. Bailey. 
Columbiana, R. McMillan^ 
Crawford, L Booth. 
Cuyahoga, L. M. Oviatt. 
Champaign, J. McKinney. 
Clark, R. M. Howard. 
Fairfield, J. S. Whitwell. 
Franklin, A. D. Lord. 
Greene, J. Hurty 
Hamilton, D. Shepardson. 
Highland, B. C. Colburn. 
Washington, I. W. Andrews 
Wayne, T. M. Hill. 
Wood, A. D. Wr^ht. 



with prayer by Rev. D. Shepardson. 
twAity-six counties in the following ot*- 

Knox, H. Bixby. 
Licking, A. J. Buel. 
Lucas, A. H. Prummond. 
Mahoning, Wm. Travis. 
Miami, A. Fenner. 
Montgomery, W. N. Edwards. 
Morrow, S. N. Wood. 
Seneca, J. S. Lee. 
Summit, R. S. Hamilton. 
Stark, L. Andrews. 
Tuscarawas, J. Lee. 
Delaware, G. C, Eaton. 
City of Cincinnati, N. Guilford. 
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The reports occupied the time from eight till half patt ten, only 
five minutes being allowed to each reporter, and a more iQteresting 
or profitable exercise has never occupied the Association. 

After a recess of t«n minutes, the hour for the address of Hon. B. 
Slorer, having arrived, Mr. Barney stated that he had expected Judge 
Storer would be present without fail, and knew not the cause of his 
absen<:;e. Prof. J. Ray informed the audience that illness in the 
family of the Judgpe was doubtless the reason of his failure to attend. 

A letter from Mr. M. F. Cowdery of Sandusky > was read by the 
Secretary. 

On motion, a report on the " Importance to Teachers of possess- 
ing a knowledge of other branches than those they are required to 
teach," was read by Mr. J. Hurty* The report was accepted. 

The discussion of the subject of a State Supervision c^ schools 
was made the first business in the afternoon^ 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Mr. 1. Booth presented a preamble and resoluti^ tm the subrjecl 
of Supervision of Schools, which were discussed at length by Messrs. 
Wright, Booth, L. Andrews, Knowlton, Barney, Rainey, Miller, 
Wood, Lee, and McKinney. The preamble and resolation, having 
been recommitted for amendment, were reported back, and unani- 
mously adopted in a form the import of which iii as follows : Where- 
as, an efficient supervision of the schools of the State is an essential 
instrumentality for elevating their character and extending their use- 
fulness, therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association recommend that a provision be 
made by the Convention in the Constitution to be formed for this 
State;, for the election by the people of & State Superintendent of 
schools, and such a number (^ district and county superintendents 
as may from time to time be deemed necessary. 

Mr, Barney in behalf of lh« Executive Committee earnestly re- 
quested the members of the Ass'ociatioti to communicate to the Com- 
mittee any resolutions or topics which they desire to have embraced 
in the programme of exercises for its next annual meeting. 

Mr. F. Hoilenbeck presented a resolution tendering the thanks of 
the Association to the Directors of the Mad River and Lake Erie 
Railroad for allowing the delegates to this ConveBtion nfree passage 
to and from Springfield, which passed unanimously. 

The following resolutions presented by the persons whose immes 
precede them were also adopted* 

By Mr. L Booth. 

Resolved^ That this Association approve the practice <rf having fe^ 
male teachers give instruction in Teachers' Institutes. 

By the chairman of the Executive Committee, 

Resolved, That the sum of — ^ dollars be appropriated from the 
funds of this Association for the purchase of such Reports as shall 
be made to the "National Educational Convention" to be held in the 
city of Philadelphia August next; the same to be distributed among its 
members. The filling of the blank was left to the Committee of Del- 
egates to said Convention. 
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By Mr. A. D. Wright, 

Resolved, That we hail with pleasure the appearance of the "Ohio 
Teacher," and recommend it to the patronage of the profession and 
the public. « 

By Prof. I. W. Andrews, 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Teachers of the State that 
they procure the publication in the newspapers of such articles on 
the subject of education as they may think will promote the cause. 

By Mr. A. J. Rickoff, 

Resolved, That this Convention urgently request every Clergyman 
in the State to deliver to his Congregation a lecture on the subject of 
education in Common schools during the second week in Oct. next, 
or at his earliest convenience thereafter. 

By Mr. A. H. Bailey, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association be tendered to the 
veteran Albert Pickett, Senior, for his able Report on Teaching. — 
On motion, Mr. Bailey, was instructed to forward to Mr Picket a 
copy of the foregoing resolution to eirpress to him our high apprecia- 
tion of his address and invaluable labors in the cause of Education, 
and to request of him a sketch of his recollections of the early his- 
tory of education in this country. The allusion to Father Pickett and 
his labors called forth some most interesting remarks from Messrs. 
Bailey, Rainey, Hand, Mc Williams, Lord and Barney. 

The following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the Free 
School Convention to be attended in Syracuse, N. Y.. on the 10th 
of July 1850: A. D. Lord, A. H. Bailey, H. H. Barney, D. Shep- 
ardson, T. Rainey, M. F. Cowdery, Wm.' Travis. J. M. Allen, Joseph 
Ray and E. L. Carney* 

The following Resolutions prepared by different persons and hand- 
ed to the Executive Committee were read by the Chairman and unan- 
imously adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be cordially tender- 
ed to the Superintendents of the Columbus and Xenia, and Little Mi- 
ami Railroad, for permitting delegates to pass over their road at half 
price. 

Resolved, That the economy which causes Boards of education of 
Union Schools, to employ cheap teachers, or to starve good ones ; to 
rent miserable structures, rather than to build large and convenient 
edifices, is the worst and most unsafe policy, and will result inevita- 
bly in the unpopularity of such schools. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this association that the principle 
ought to be incorporated in the Constitution of Ohio, that Common 
School education should forever be made free to every child in the 
State. 

Whereas, The best devised system of public instruction, and the 
most accomplished and faithful teachers, can do but little to secure 
the object for which we labor ; the sound and liberal education of the 
youth of the country, without the enlightened interest and co-opera- 
tion of parents. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee of this association, be in- 
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Btructed to have prepared a series of tracts upon the importance of 
education to the imlividual and the State, the necessity of regular at- 
tendance at school, the necessity of the co-operation of parents, and 
such other subjects as may seem to the committee to be best adapted 
to excite the interest and secure the co-operation of parents with 
teachers in the process of educating their children. The persons by 
whom these tracts shall be prepared, and the periods of their issue, 
to be led to the discretion of the committee. 

The Convention adjourned to meet in Columbus on the last Wed} 
nesday and Thursday of December next. 

E. D. KINGSLEY, Secretary. 

Columbus, Aug. 1850* 

The Report of the Proceedings of the late meeting of the State 
Teachers' Association as published in the ** Ohio Teacher," was not 
prepared by the undersigned, and his name was subscribed to it 
without his knowledge or consent.. 

E. D. KINGSLEY, Secretary. 



THIRD ANNUAL MEETING. 



The third annual meeting was tittended in Columbus on the 25th 
and 26th of December, 1850. I'he Association convened in the 
Senate chamber, was called to order by the President, Hon. S. Gal- 
loway, and the session opened with prayer by Rev. Wm. M.Reynolds. 
The Secretary being absent, Mr. J. Hurty was appointed Secretary 
pro» tem., and Messrs. F. J. Thomas and Isaac Sams Assistant Secre- 
taries. 

On enrolling the names of those in attendance, it was found that 
thirty-five counties were represented by some one hundred and fifty 
members of the Association and delegates from different organizations 
for the promotion of education. 

A communication from the Superintendent of the Institution for 
the Blind, inviting the Convention to attend a concert to be given by 
the pupils, was read by the President. At the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Executive Committee, Me&srs. A. D. Lord, L. An- 
drews, Wm. M. Reynolds, M. D. Leggett and M. F. Cowdery were 
appointed a committee to prepare the order of business for the session. 

The annual addresswas delivered by the President ; the themes 
discussed were — the present condition of education in our own and 
other States; the errors into which teachers are liable to Oall; and 
the great objects at which this Association should aim. 

The thanks of the Association were tendered to the Superintend- 
ent of the Institution for the Blind, for his invitation, and leave of 
absence was subsequently granted to any member.s who might wish 
to visit that institution, hut it was not thought advisable to suspend 
the exercises of the session for that purpose. 
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Wednesday, P. M, 

Dr. Lord, from the committee appointed this morning to prepare 
business for the action of th^ Association, reported the following reso- 
lutions : 

1. That we hail with pleasure the action of the present Legisla- 
ture in calling upon their committees to revise the school system, and 
that we deem it their imperative duly to provide immediately for a 
thorough revision of the school laws of the State. 

2. That we consider it of the utmost importance that the present 
Legislature should, at an early day, appoint the officers required by 
the "Act for the appointment of a State Board of Public Instruction,'* 
passed March 22, 1850. 

S That we earnestly request the Legislature to appoint no man 
who is not well known as an experienced and successful teacher, as 
a member of that Board. 

The resolutions were then considered separately. 

Dr. Lord hoped to hear a general expression of sentiment m 
regard to the dififerent resolutions, and then proceeded to state what 
was contemplated by the present Legislature in regard to the revision 
of the school laws. 

Mr. Rainey thought that a perfect system of school laws could not 
be reported this winter. A new constitution would, in all probability, 
be made before another year, and new laws would have to be passed. 
A much more perfect system would then be made. 

The first resolution vfks adopted. The second resolution was then 
read. 

Mk^ Williams thought there was a little incoherence between the 
first and second resolutions. He thought the commntee of the Legis- 
lature should be left free to act on the subject. 

Mr. Leggetl couM not see the difficulty suggested. He hoped to 
see the Supenntendents appointed immediately, that they might go 
among the people and prepare the way for a good law to take efiect. 
The law of last winter was a good one, and he wished to see it car- 
ried into operation. 

Mr. Galloway (Mr. Williams in the chair) said tliat he was opposed 
to the resolution, and to the first section of the law of last winter on 
the subject, because the term for which the Superintendent is appointed 
is too short to render him efficient. Let one be appointed for, say 
seven years, and make him a coadjutor of the Board of Instructicm, 
He wished to see the office made permanent^ and the officer elected 
by the people. He had great confidence in this Legislature, but he 
would not trust them on this subject. They could not know the 
wants of each district. His plan was to have the Superintendent 
and a Board of Instruction, each of whom should belong to a partic* 
ular district, marked by geographical hnes, and elected by the people 
of their respective districts. The man who would suit in one section 
of the State, would not in another. 

Mr. Galloway bad another objection to the plan contemplated 
by the committee, and by the law of March 22, 1660. He did 
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not wish the teachers to pay the salary of the Superintendent or of 
the Board, as that law provides. 

Mr. Cowdery differed Jrom Mr. Galloway. He thought that the 
rotation principle of the law of last winter was the best feature in it. 
Each Superintendent under it would be compelled to serve a sort of 
apprenticeship among the teachers of the State ; and he felt safe in 
saying they would be much better prepared to fill the office of Super- 
intendent than a man who should remain all the time here in 
Columbus. 

He wds a teacher by profession, and always expected to be, and 
would cheerfully contribute his mite to support the Board of Instruc- 
tion. These Superintendents would become acquainted with the 
peculiar wants of the people and the qualifications of teachers, and 
would be of vast benefit to both. 

Mr. Cowdery continued at some length in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. Hurty agreed with the gentleman last up, and hoped the res- 
olution would pass. A notion had prevailed that none but a stump- 
speaker or demagogue w&h qualified to fill the office. But in regard 
to those who should fill the place of Superintendent, or become 
members of the Board, he hoped to see men who were awake to the' 
cause of education, who were employed in teaching, appointed to 
fill those offices. He thought the principle of taxing teachers was 
outrageous, but rather than not have the law of last winter go into 
effect, would be willing to contribute much more than is now required. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. J. S. Whitwell, 
A. D. Wright, A. Krum,L. Andrews, G. W. Batchelder, C. Knowl- 
ton, G. R. Hand, O. N. Hartshorn, and others. 

Wednesday Evenino. 

At 7 o'clock the Association and a large number of citizens assem- 
bled in the First Presbyterian Church, to hear an address on the 
departments, aims and means of popular education, by Ira Mayhew, 
A. M., late Superintendent of Public Instruction in Michigan. 

At 8i o'clock the discussion of the second resolution was resumed ; 
it was decided by a vote that the discussion should be closed at 10 
o'clock, and that speakers be limited to ten minutes each ; the whole 
subject of the resolution and the system of supervision to which it 
refers was then fully discussed. At 10 o'clock the vote on the adop- 
tion of the resolution was taken, and resulted^ ayes 61, noes 38. 

Thursday, A. M., Dec. 26. 

The session was opened with prayer by Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
D. D. The third resolution having been discussed at considerable 
length, Mr. H. H. Barney moved to amend the same by striking out 
all after the word Resolved, and inserting the following : 

*♦ That we earnestly recommend to the Legislature that no man be 
appointed as' a member of the Educational Board who has not given 
an earnest of his efficiency and success as a zealous and eniightenecl 
educator." 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 

Messrs. Leggett, Knowlton, Findley and Edwards discussed this 
amendment, when it was accepted by the Business Committee. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Hurty moved that a committee of ^ve be appointed to nomi- 
nate officers of this body for the coming year. Messrs. Hurty, Bar- 
ney,Cowdery, Williams and Whitwell were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Barney, Resolved^ That the next semi-annual 
meeting be attended in Cleveland. 

Mr. L. M. Morrison presented the following resolution passed by 
the Teachers' Association of Preble county : 

Resolved^ That this Association have heard with great satisfac- 
tion that the Trustees of Miami University have determined upon 
the organization of a Normal School Department in connection with 
said Institution. 

Dr. Anderson, the President, having been called upon to state what 
action had been taken by that University, stated that the trustees of 
that institution had been convinced that they were not exerting the 
influence they should, considering the great funds at their control. 
They had accordingly established a Norinal School, al!/the scholars 
of which were admitted to the lectures on diflferent branches delivered 
to the regular classes. 

The foregoino resolution was subsequently adopted. 

Mr. A. D. Wright presented a preamble and resolutions adopted 
by the Maumee Valley Educational Association, recommending P. 
Hollenbeck as a suitable candidate for District Superintendent in the 
northwestern part of the State. 

Resolutions of the same import, passed by the Board of Education 
of Maumee City, were presented by Mr. M. A. Page, of that city. 
Both were laid upon the table. 

Dr. Lord, from the Executive committee, made a report recom- 
mending the priming of a pamphlet report of the proceedings of this 
Association from its commencement to the present time, the printing 
of a certificate of membership, and the arrangement of an order of 
exercises to be followed in the annual and semi-annual meetings. 
He also reported various resolutions which had been handed in for 
the consideration of the Convention. The report was accepted. 

Mr. Dawley moved that so much of the report as regards the order 
of exercises, at the annual and semi-annual meetings, be referred to 
a committee of three. Messrs. Lynch, Dawley and Stearns, were 
appointed that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Balchelder, Rev. Mr. Newbury was requested 
to give his views on the subject of using the Ekble in common schools, 
this afternoon. 

The committee appointed to nominate officers, made a report, 
which was accepted and laid on the table. 

Mr. Stearns ofl^jred the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this Association, the interests of 
education in Ohio demand the establishment of a State Normal 
School; and that we would respectfully ask the attention of our 
Legislature to this subject. 
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It was thought by some gentlemen that such a school would crip- 
ple many of the Colleges in the Slate which had established such 
schools in iheir course, and which would be injured by the withdrawal 
of schola rs from them. 

Mr. Stearns said a Normal School would have many branches, 
which might be located in the several Colleges, and thus they 
would bs benefited by the establishment of such a school. 

Mr. Newbury was surprised at any opposition towards the estab- 
lishment of Normal Schools. Their conjunction with the higher 
Universities had been found inadequate in New York. A State 
Normal School alone could properly fit teachers for their practical 
work. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. L. Andrews, the following resolution was adop- 
ted : 

Resolved^ That the history and proceedings of the Ohio State 
Teachers' Association, from its commencement, be published in 
pamphlet form, including a list of its members, their post office 
address; also a list of its officers ; and that A. D. Lord, M. D. Leg- 
gett, and J. Hurty, be a committee to see it executed. 

On motion of Mr. E. Oloey, the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adapted : 

Whereas : It is with the utmost satisfaction that we witness the 
increasing unanimity ol action upon the great subject of popular 
education, not only in our own State, but throughout the different 
States, and that for this purpose it is indispensably necessary that 
teachers, practical educators, and all others interested in the cause, 
should visit from State to State, communicate their views, and 
mutually stimulate to unity and good works ; Therefore, 
Resolved^ That we exiend a cordial invitation to all, at home and 
abroad, to attend our meetings, communicate views, deliver address- 
es, &c., &c. 

Thursday, P. M. 

The resolutions reported by the Business committee, were taken 
up severally, and adopted as follows : 

Resolve!, That the grounds of opposition which caused the late 
dissensions in the State of New York, regarding the great question 
of Free Schools, should be carefully considered by the teachers of 
this Slate, in order that they may be prepared for any similar emer- 
gency occurring among us. 

Resohed, That it is the duty of teachers to direct the public mind 
to the relations of the common school system to our social and civil 
organization, by means of the public press. 

Resolved, That we consider it the duty of parents to visit fre- 
quently the schools where their children attend, as one of the best 
means of securing that hearty sympathy and co-operation on their 
part, which the best interests of our common schools demand. 
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Resolved, That a proper educatioq for the whole of the youth of 
every State, is the surest means of increasing its wealth, of establish- 
ing its power, of protecting its property, of perpetuating its liberty, 
of elevating its morals, and of promoting its happiness. 

Resolved, That education cannot become universal, unless it be 
free. 

Resolved, therefore. That it is the opinion of this Convention that 
the organic law of the State should guarantee a free and adequate 
education for all the youth of the State, and provide for the establish- 
ment of schools in which the same shall be communicated. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows* : 

President. 
ISAAC SAxMS, of Hillsboro'. 

Vice Presidents. 

Dr. Joseph Ray, of Cincinnati, Samuel Harroday, of , 

Dr. W. C. Anderson, of Oxford, G. W. BATCHELDEB,of Zanesville, 
W. S. Bratton, of Cedarville, E. D. Kingsley, of Marietta, 



John McKinney, of Urbana, M, E. Pennington, of 
M. A. Page, of Maumee, C. W. Palmer, of Akron, 

I. Booth, of Bucyrus, J. E. Vance, of , 

David Heron, of Hillsboro', A. C. Allen, of N. Philadelphia, 

Samuel Findley, of Chillicothe, P. M. Hill, of , 

J. S. Whitwell, of Lancaster, Jacob Tuckerman, of Jefferson, 

Dr. J. B. Thompson, of Columbus, L. E. Walker, of , 

Thomas Corlett, of Frederick. 

Recording Secretary — J, Lynch, of Ashland. 
Corresponding Secretary — P. Dawley, of Massillon. 
Treasurer — John Ogden, of Columbus. 

Executive Committee. 

LoRiN Andrews, of Massillon, Chairman ; 
R. D. Humiston, of Cleveland, D. Lyman, of Butler county, 
D. F. De Wolfe, of Norwalk, Joseph Campbell, of Dayton, 
I. W. Andrews, of Marietta, C. S. Royce, of Plymouth. 

Mr. Cowdery was elected President on the first ballot by four 
majority, but decHned serving, and Mr. Isaac Sams, of Hillsboro', was 
elected President on the second ballot. 

On motion, Messrs. Barney and Galloway, were appointed dele- 
gates from this Association to attend the meeting of the American 
Convention for the promotion of Education. 

On motion, county Associations were requested to send two dele- 
gates each to the same Convention. 

The following resolutions, presented by different individuals, were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be returned to the 
Columbus, Cleveland and Cincinnati, the Little Miami, the Colum- 
bus and Xenia, and the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad Compa- 
nies, for their liberal order, that members of this Convention be pro- 
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vided with passage from Columbus, by their trains, at half the usual 
rate of fare. 

JReaolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the 
conductors of the Ohio State Journal and of the Ohio Statesman, for 
the interest they have evinced in having reporters on the floor to 
report the proceedings of this Association. 

Besolved^ That it is with sincere regret that we have heard of the 
decease of our venerable friend and fellow citizen, Albert Pickett, 
sen., a pioneer, and for more than half a century, a practical educa- 
tor, and active promoter of the cause of education. 

Mr. A. H. Bailey stated the circumstances of the death of Father 
Pickett, and that the communication which he was, at the last semi- 
annual meeting of tho Association, instructed to forward to him, 
reached him a few days before his decease. 
On motion of Mr. L. N. Sanford, 

Resolved, That the officers of County Associations furnish to this 
Association and to each other, copies of the proceedings of their se- 
veral meetings. 

The Committee appointed to prepare By-Laws, prescribing the or- 
der ol business at the annual and semi-annual meetings of the Asso- 
ciation, presented the following, which was adopted : 

BY-LAWS, &c. 

1. All meetings of the Association shall be opened with prayer. 

2. The credentials of members and delegates shall be presented, 
and their names enrolled. 

3. An Introductory Address shall be delivered by the President, or 
a substitute secured by him, at the semi-annual meeting, and a Val- 
edictory Address, by the President, on the afternoon, P. M. of the 
second day of the annual meeting. 

4. The Association shall, at each annual meeting, elect an orator 
and an alternate, to deliver an address on the evening of the first day 
of the semi-annual meeting ; and at each semi-annual meeting, ora^^ 
tors and alternates shall be elected to deliver addresses at the opening 
of the annual meeting, and on the evening of the first day of the 
session. 

5. All debates and other proceedings of the Association shall be 
conducted in accordance with the rules now in force in the State Se- 
nate. 

6. The officers of the Association shall be elected on the afternoon 
of the second day of the annual meeting. 

A resolution, recommending the reading of the Bible in schools, 
having been presented by Mr. J. Booth, Rev. S. Newberry remarked 
at some length on the importance of using this book, and referring to 
it daily as the source of all correct moral or religious instruction ; af- 
ter which the following was adopted : 

Resolved^ That this Association recommend to teachers to read a 
portion of the Holy Scriptures each day, in their respective schools. 
4 
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Mr. H. H. Barney was elected Orator for the next semi-annual 
^meeting, and Rev. S. Finley, alternate. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Mayhew for his address ; to 
the Senate for the use of their chamber ; to the Sergeant-at-arms and 
his Assistants, and the Messenger Boys, for their services during the 
session. 

After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Painter, the Association adjourned 
to meet in Cleveland on the 2d day of July next. 
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